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N one of · the moſt romantic parts 
County of Cumberland ſtood the Caſtle 
of Clarendon. Its noble poſſeſſor, the Baron; 
rly in life retired from the 
* oj _ bleſ 
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He had been married young, to a daugh- 
ter and co-heireſs of the noble Houſe of 
Aumerle; and, in her right, enjoyed the 

poſſeſſion of Clarendon-Caſtle; which, from 

ſome very particular reaſons, he had been 
induced to make choice of for his reſi-· 
dence. 


> The amiable Baroneſs, who was ever 


more happy to promote his wiſhes than her 
own, oppoſed not his plan of retirement; 


5 d and after having lived in all the gaiety of 


the metropolis, for the ſpace of about four 
"years, they left the circles of pleaſure 
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gable to retrieve it while he had the power. 
The younger ladies pitied the Baroneſs ex- 
ceedingly, and wondered how ſhe would 
be able to ſupport ſo tedious an exiſtence, 
while the gay cavaliers of the court thought _ 
the Baron an abſolute tyrant, to bury in be 
livion ſo much beauty and accompliſh- 
ments; and wiſhed (and, for once in their 
lives, it 1s probable they were ſincere at 
leaſt for the moment) that the lovely Baro- 
neſs would ſeek protection from thoſe who. 
knew ſo much better how-to value her at- 
tractions. While they, bleſt with each other 
and equally indifferent to the various con- | 
jectures their conduct might occaſion, en- 
joyed a tranquillity of mind more enviable © _ 2 
perhaps than all the ſplendor they hater i; 
&aken, Th | | 55 oy A 
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They 1 had now Be upwards 4 twenty . 
years at Clarendon, without once ae 
that period having paid one viſit o hes 
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the greater part of their former connections, 
} and totally precluded from the ſmalleſt in- 
f 3 tercourſe with all the elder branches of the 
Bharon's family, they had never experienced 
I that greateſt of all evils to a ſocial mind, the 
want of elegant and agreeable ſociety, For, 
the Baron did not profeſs to have quarreled 
uiuith all mankind, though from ſome he had 
certainly received treatment. ſufficiently ill to 
OE on Mou of all, | 


LY 


N eee thoſe, who were le 
+ diſtinguiſhed as familiar friends at the Caſtle, 
was Sir Hildebrand Fitz-Alvin and his lady, 
who had been the juvenile companions of 
the Baroneſs of Clarendon; and, on fixing 

_ r adode in Cumberland, they had recom- 
1 | == menced an acquaintance Wy W to 
we 3 who had forſaken 85 ot 
7 5 1 re from anger than any particular attach- 
9 OF A enk to ingde, was now long ſince become 
_——cX_a reconciled 
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FRY to his" tuation and would . 
been perfectly happy, but for the painful re- 
collection of times long paſt, which would. 
unbidden, ſometimes intrude themſelves 


into his thoughts. 


. His children, too, he wiſhed to have been 
by this time more + acquainted with the 
world ; for, he very juſtly conſidered, that, 
however diſguſted he himſelf might be with 
the treatment he had experienced in it, he 
had ng right to ſeclude the. 


Vet, on this ſubject, the worthy Baron 
ever appeared to be at war with himſelf; 
for, he never failed to oppoſe every plan 
that could poſſibly tend to increaſe their. li- 
berty ; and, wich regard to the females of 
his family, they could not polfibly 85 3 
8 than he wiſhed them to be. 
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was no eaſy matter to convince the fprightly 
Maude of the propriety of the dodtrine:.-: It 
is true ſhe was contented, for, contented ſhe 
would always be, if it were poſſible ; and; 
as ſhe well knew there was but little reaſon 
to entertain hopes of emerging at preſent, 
ſhe made herſelf perfectly happy in be- 
lieving, that the time would moſt undoubt- 
edly arive, when ſome knight would ſnatch 
her from the gloomy confines of this an- 
cient manſion. Yet, as that deſirable event 
might be far diſtant, Maude was deter- 
mined to enjoy the bleſſings ſhe already had 
in her power, and the dance, the ſong, or 
any other amuſement in the Caſtle, were 
ſure to find a leader if Maude was called 


| on. 


8 The ſecond daughter of the Baron, the 
VP beautiful Editha of Clarendon, was, if pos 
ſible, more lovely than her ſiſter; but her 

beauty was of another deſcription. Her 


f complexion was fair as fancy ever formed 
| the 
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the Cyprian goddeſs ; her hair, which flowed 
_ profuſely over her ſhoulders, was of the 
moſt perfect gold colour, and now and then 
a wanton ringlet would wander from the 
band of pearls that bound her ſnowy fore- 
head. She was now uſt ſeventeen, and het 
figure, in every reſpect, formed according 
to the moſt exact rules of proportion. She 
was not fo tall as Maude, yet there was 
ſomething in the perſons of both which 
ſeemed to ſay, had they been different to 
what they were, neither had been ſo per- 
fet. It was true, as Maude obſerved, ſhe 
could have been as well pleaſed if Editha 
had not been fo handſome. But, as ſhe ad- 
mired none who was not, like herſelf; of _ 


. 


neek and unaſſuming temper, and never 


= interfered in her projects of making con- 


queſts, che girl was endurable; nay, the | 
would, with all her heart, have confſched to 
her her hopes and fears and the gallant ; 

things that were ſaid to her. For Maude 
ſeldom walked the terrace of the Caſtle that 
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a young knight paſſed without turning: * 4 
ſecond look: on theſe occaſions her heart 
Was delighted. If, on the contrary; it ſhould 
happen ſome unconſcious knight paſſed on 
regardleſs, it diſturbed not Maude; for, ſhe 
was ſure he muſt be affianced to. ſome: one 
before he ſaw her; in which caſe, ſlie would 
have deemed his attention an inſult; or he 
muſt be under the power of ſome necro- 
mancer, wWho had purpoſely, blinded him to 
her attractions, that he might not be induced 
15 caxry. her off before the right knight ar 
> xived, who. was to free her from the Caſtle, 
and carry her to court; where they ſhould. 
5 appear in tilts and tournaments the wondet 
and the admiration of all their acquaintance. 
On theſe. occaſional reveries, which wee by 
no means unfrequent, ſhe would ſeek for Edi- 
tha, to communicate her thoughts to her. 
1 8 5 To be ſure, Editha was not the perſon i in the 
1 Y „ ſhe would have choſen for a confi- | 
il & c dant 3 but Maude had no choice, and taci- - 
A . urnity was no gilt of hers. Nan would 
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rſt upon her harp, and liſten to theſe won; 
ders, till the ſmile would involuntarily be- 
come a laugh, and Maude was half offend- 
ed; for, in her opinion, nothing could poſ- 
ſibly demand more ſerious attention. Editha 
would again become attentive, and deliberate 
upon the neceſſary method of conduct to be 
obſerved, ſhould any of theſe renowned 
gentlemen again. make their appearances. 
And, theſe preliminaries once adjuſted; 
Maude would trip lightly away in queſt of 
| ſome new thought or project, or perhaps to 
ſeek the ſoothſayer, that ſeldom paſſed. the 
gate without being conſulted, and in the 
veracity of whoſe prognoſtications, no fair 
maid. in the whole county of Cumberland 
had à more implicit faith than the lively + 
Maude of Clarendon. While the 8 
Editha would lament the volatility of her 
gay ſiſter's heart; yet, owning. to heſe] . 
ſhe was to be envied, ſhe would agen en 
ſume her harp; or, ſlinging it acroſs. hes. 
ak, wander alone to che 1 
8B 5 
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overhung the ſea, at about half a mile diſ- 
tant from the Caſtle, There ſhe would fit 
and ſing to the ſoft tones her hand called 
forth, till, anſwered by the melancholy echo 
of her own notes, joined to the daſhing of 
the waves beneath, ſhe ſcarcely dared to 
turn her head behind her, or aſſume courage 
ſufficient to deſcend, till the ſprightly voice 
of Maude would ſound through the aper- 
tures in the rock, and call her to join the 
dance in the ancient hall of her aneeſtors. 


= But Maude came not alone, Albert De 
Clare, their couſin, who loved not his fa- 
tther's houſe with half the fervency he loved 

his uncle's, ſeldom failed to become her 
... companion when ſhe went to ſeek Editha. 
Mlaude's eyes would ſparkle with pleaſure 
when ſhe found her ſiſter, for ſhe generally 
\ IP * entertained an idea of necromancers having 
wppirited her away in a whirlwind, or ſome 2 
ether of their numerous conveyances ; and 
1 N would m—_ rejoice in having 
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found ſome companions to aſſiſt her through 
the rugged paths ſhe had wandered into: 
and Albert, though he took every precau- 
tion to conceal his emotion, would ſome- 
times unintentionally betray the pleaſure he 
felt in being their protector. 4 


Vet, for the world he would not have had 
it ſuppoſed he had a particular regard for 
either of them; and an indifferent obſerver 
would have ſuppoſed he ſcarce regarded 
them with civility. Sometimes, it is true, 
he would call Maude Editha. But what of 
that? He always remembered the next 
day to call Editha Maude. Albert was the 
pattern of all forgetfulneſs, and was always 
too much abſorbed. in oh” to notice or 
mean any thing. 


and, fancying he might not- © be” 2 £ {2 
home, gave him a general in FIG 
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to him, he requeſted the Baroneſs to aſſign 
him proper een to m_—_—— at his 
om \ nat 29.0 AMOMTOD O07 £613 


The Baroneſſ of i "17 lava "WG: ne- 


© phew too well to oppoſe this plan; yet the * 


could not help obſcrving to her huſband, 


that it was her opinion Albert's melancholy 


had ariſen from an attachment to one of her 
daughters. For, that he had. an attachment 
he made no ſcruple to avow; yet, ſo .myſte- 


-riouſly did he conceal who this wonderful 


idol was, that every one fancied, it to be a 


different perſon. | 1 v0 1 £9 * 5 
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The Baron: thought as his lady, did ; but, 
almitcing i it were ſo, he ſaw no, ill that could 
poſſibly ariſe from it. He was worthy, and 
22 were amiable.  * Indeed, added he, 
«how can they be otherwiſe than deſerving 


of each other; he is your nephew, my 
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— The eyes of the Baroneſs gliſtened with 
W the tear of gratitude to a beloved huſband, 
but ſhe could not forhear remarking there | 
was ſome difference of fortune; and, though 
| ſhe herſelf had little value for the gifs of that | 
| frail: goddeſs, yet it occurred to her as a rea: 
| ſon never to make any connection, berween 
| Albert De Clare and a daughter of the houſe | 
of Clarendon, / without pointing out to the 
Baron the diſparity of Albert's fortune. — 
u is true, replied the Baron in anſwer, 
= Albert is not rich; but his houſe is an- 
W cicnt and illuſtrious, and himſelf truly ho- 
N nourable. We have enough for them; 
and his being the youngeſt ſon can be no 
y objection ta me, who am one myſel I 
To you, my Gertrude, I am ſure it is not; | 
b- for you daily prove. you have not repent-" 
9 ed taking me, and 1 have given yo but 
oo much reaſon,” — « Never!” ſaid the | 
Baroneſs. On the contrary, the müsfor- a 
tunes, which have too often clouded. the 19 
k ſbrow- of Clarendon, have afforded pe, 3 
of * 
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the ſupreme pleaſure of exerting my en- 
deavours to diſpel them. But adieu, my 


good lord; when huſbands will be ſo very 


unfaſhionable as to flatter wives almoſt 
twenty years after their youth is flown, 
our ſex would incur the imputation of be- 
ing ſingularly unfaſhionable ſhould they liſten: 
to them.“ 


The Baroneſs deſcended into the hall, and 
found her lovely family engaged in following 


the mazes of the dance. The domeſtics, 


ſuch whoſe occupations would admit of it, 
always joined in theſe private dances; and, 
though the Baroneſs was never familiar, ſhe 


ſo well knew how to conciliate their affec- 


| tion, that her preſence never diſturbed any 
one; they all reſpectfully ſaluted her at her 
entrance, and continued their amuſements as 
uſual, 


As ſoon as the dance was finiſhed, Albert 
De c Clare quitted the hand of the fair Editha, 
» who 


— 


5 
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ho had been his partner all the evening, 
and taking that of the Baroneſs, led her 
to the top of the hall. Lady Clarendon 
had remarked the very apparent indifference 
with which he had reſigned her daughter, 
and, had it. been any other lady, would have 
deemed it incumbent on herſelf to have re- 
X fuſed him; nay, had it been the humbleſt of 
her domeſtics whom he had left thus rudely, 
4 | ſhe would have done the ſame; but pride, 
1 upon the preſent occaſion, withheld her 
1 ſpeech, and ſhe was affable as uſual, _ 


When the dance was concluded, Albert 
conducted the Lady Clarendon back to her 
ſopha, where the Baron was ſeated by his 
eldeſt daughter. © My dear Editha,“ faid 
Mm | ſhe, © can you pardon my breach of po- 
IF liteneſs in robbing you of your partner? 
but caprice is ſometimes Oy irri- 
WP ſiltable. e 0+ 
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« To that alone, madam,” ſhe replied, 
« ] belicve the whole of the affair is to be 
attributed, but let me beg you will not 
give yourſelf the trouble to apologize 
where there is no occaſion: for,“ added 
ſhe with a ſmile, “J am an idle ſpectator 
more from choice than neceſſity, for Ed- 
mund offered me his hand, which I was 
on the point of uccepting, but there was no. 
poſſibility of reſiſting that mad-cap ſiſter 
of mine, who came up at the inſtant, and 
inſiſted on having him herſelf by right of 
elderſhip, and, by the ſame title, you, ma- 
dam, had certainly a better claim than I had 
to my couſin Albert.“ 


The Baron gravely remarked, “That 
he was glad his daughter had ſo well 
ſtudied the leſſons of humility as to yield 
ſo coolly to reaſon,” — © Coolly indeed 
my Lord!” ſaid Albert De Clare, and 


the unbidden _ burſt from his agitated 
4 | boſom, 


wy = 


F 
5 ; © } 
; * 
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% _ boſom. — Now the reader is to know that 
W this ſame Edmund, who could fo caſily 
q have the choice of beauties for whom even 
IT princes might have been proud to contend, 
vas no other than the old grey-headed ſtew- 
ard of their father, and had been, in the 
= ſame capacity, the ſervant of their grand» 
father. He might not perhaps at this time 
be above ſeventy or ſeventy-two, yet Al- 
i bert was vexed to hear that Editha ſpoke of 
bim as one with whom ſhe ſhould have 
been well comtented to have ſupplied his 
place, and was moſt completely mortified 
chat his ſcheme had taken the effect he had 
WF dc6gned it for, namely, to convince. his 
42 | fair couſin that he did not dance with her 
9 much from choice as civility, N 255 


For this reaſon he had left her to 
of take her mother; and, though on the rack 
FF 1ſt ſhe ſhould be engaged to another in 
3 the mean time, had dclayed to aſk her for 
4 his partner till her elder bier was en 


f 
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gaged with one who would dance longer, 


and conſequently ſuited her better than 
himſelf. 


The Baron had remarked the ſigh that 
eſcaped Albert, and was in ſecret revolving 
| ſome method of diſpelling the gloom that 
imperceptibly had begun to ſpread over the 
faces of this little party ; but Albert, wiſh- 
ing to expiate the offence, which it gave 
him pleaſure as well as pain to ſee he had 
created, aſked her, in a carcleſs way, as he 
hung over the back of the ſopha, if ſhe would 
join the dance again; yet, fearſul of being 
ſuppoſed o care about it, he added, . that 
Maude was coming, and would want her 
ſeat;” and Editha, who ſaw he was un- 
happy, though ignorant of the cauſe, very 
readily conſented, for ſhe ſuppoſed him em- 
barraſed by the late converſation, and wiſh- 
ed to convince him ſhe was no longer of- 
fended : but, alas! in her good wiſhes to 


reſtore him to tranquillity, Edicha was not 


_ deſtined 
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deſtined to be ſucceſsful; for, this ready 
acquieſcence with his propoſal had more 
effectually diſtreſſed Albert than even her 
ſtory of old Edmund; for, fo ſtrongly is 
the human heart diſpoſed to caprice, and 
Albert's was perhaps as much or rather 
more ſo than many, that he had flattered 
himſelf ſhe would refuſe his offer: had ſhe 
done that, he would then have flattered 
himſelf ſhe was piqued; but, this coolneſs, 
this undeſired good-humour, what could he 
attribute it to, but to indifference, Ic was 
inſupportable; the diſpleaſure of Editha was 
W milery to Albert, but her ſcorn was death. 
lie had ever been moſt ſincerely attached 
to both his couſins, but his love for Editha 
had ever been unbounded. 


« For her alone he lov'd, and lov'd her from a 
child.“ pion 


What then, you will ſay, prevented 
his declaring his paſſion to her, who was 
always anxious to aſſiſt him in the at- 
6 ER tiainment 
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tainment of his wiſhes? Was it his infe- 
riority of fortune that he feared would be 
a bar to his hopes? — No: too well did 
he know her ſentiments on that ſubject to 
entertain even a momentary doubt of their 
being actuated by avarice. Was it then a 
fear of a refuſal that induced him to bury 
in ſilence a paſſion which, if divulged, might 
perhaps have inſured his future happineſs t 
— No: he knew her heart fo prone to pity, 
that he could not fear diſdain from the 
gentle daughter of Clarendon. But, alas! 
that pity, which her gentle nature led 
her to beſtow on all whom ſhe believed un- 
happy, determined Albert to keep tie 
knowledge of his love to himſelf, _ 


He ſaw with joy that ſhe treated him 
with all the warmth of the moſt unreſerved 
eſteem and cordial friendſhip ; but this was 
not ſufficient to inſure the happineſs of Al- 
bert. He muſt be loved, and he formed 
the abſurd reſolution, never to tell his love 
tO 


to Editha till he could be certain he poſſeſt 
the firſt place in her heart; for he could 


her hand to the cold dictates of compaſ- 
ſion; and thus did he, in purſuit of his in- 
conſiſtent plan, paſs the gay hours of his 
youth in needleſs vexations; for, his ſup- 
poſed neglects and wilful offences, which 
were ſometimes the effect of deſign and 
often of abſence of mind, failed not to ex- 


Caſtle, and conſequently their retaliation. 


been reduced almoſt to confeſſion; and 
Editha ſmiled at the abſent air with which 
he replied to her queſtions, till he was 


ſccret. 


But it is time we ſhould become ſome- 
* thing better acquainted with the other brunch 
8 of the Baron s family, | 


” 
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not ' endure the idea of being indebted for 


cite the anger of the fair ladies of the 


Maude would rally him till he has often 


obliged to leave the party to preſerve the 
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The young Walter Clarendon was not 
ſecond in courage and accompliſhments 


to any, even the moſt elegant young men 


of the time; and in perſonal beauty, joined 


to a graceful and commanding figure, few 


were his equals, He had very early evinced 
a particular attachment to the ſtudy of war- 
like accompliſhments ; and, being deſtined 
to the profeſſion of arms, both by the wiſh- 


es of his noble father and his own choice, 


he had paſt the laſt three years at the man- 


ſion of the Earl of Shrewſbury, for the 


better opportunity of attaining the know- 


ledge he fought; for it was by no means 


unfrequent, for the noblemen of that period, 


to permit the ſons of their friends to par- 


take of the education of their own, from a 


ſuppoſition that many being rogether excites 
in their boſoms a deſire of emulation; and, 


in return for this favour, the youths gene- 


rally performed ſome military ſervice for 
their patron, during the time they reſidgd 
with him, From the retired life which the 
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Baron had ſo long followed, he did not 


wiſh for ſuch a ſociety at Clarendon ; be- 
ſides, as he had daughters, it might have 
been attended with ſome degree of inconve- 
nience. For theſe reaſons, he had preferred 
ſending Walter to his old friend, the/Farl 
of Shrewſbury, to any other ; for his heart 
delighted in war and every thing appertain- 
ing to it, and never was ſo happy as when 
ſurrounded by the young and future cham- 
pions of his ſovereign's glory. And, from 
his manſion, on the coaſt of Devonſhire, 
Walter was now almoſt every day expected 


with impatience ; but better perhaps would 


it have been for the happineſs of many if 
this ſo much deſired return had been deſ- 


ned by heaven never to take place. 


One evening, when the gloomineſs of 


the weather had every thing forlorn and 
Wy <omfortleſs, the Baron propoſed, to his 
daughters, to enliven the hours by one of 
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his readineſs to be one of their party. 


Little heſitation enſued, the minſtrel of the 
Caſtle tuned his harp to the enlivening notes 
of gaiety, and melancholy was no more. 


Not long had they been thus engaged, 
when a violent ſtorm aroſe that filled, their 

hearts with terror, The tremendous thun- 
der rolled awful and almoſt inceſſantly above 
their heads, and ſeemed to threaten inſtanc 
and inevitable deſtruction. A ſtop was di- 


rely put to the entertainment, for no one 


had courage or inclination to purſue it far- 
ther, and each fat trembling by the ſide of 
their partner in gloomy and profound ſilence, ii 
while the red lightning continued to flaſh b 
through the large painted caſements of the 


oaken hall, From this ſtupor they were 
ſuddenly arouſed by the ſhrill ſound of a 


traveller's horn, accompanied by a loud 


| knocking at the Caſtle-gate ; and, as the 
traveller, whatever was his rank, never 


failed to gain admittance at the Caſtle of 


Clartndon, all were eager to be the firlt 
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to give entrance to the ſuppoſed ſtranger. 
The gates were ſoon uncloſed, but it was 


no ſtranger that preſented himſelf, but their 
fellow-ſervant Jaſper, who had been the 
firſt of the family that had emigrated during, 
the ſpace of ſome five-and-twenty years, 


and then on no leſs an occaſion than to at- 


tend young Walter to Devonſhire. 


They were all rejoiced at his return; and, 


not doubting but that he came to an- 
nounce his maſter, without ſtaying to in- 


quire into that particular, they immediately 
went to inform the Baron that he was 
arrived, 


Nothing could poſſibly exceed the plea- 
ſure he felt at this intelligence, except his 


| diſappointment when the good Jaſper was 
obliged to ſay he came alone, He had 


been ordered to follow his young Lord on 


the ſecond day after his departure from Lord 


Shrewſbury's, and to Join him & at the ſcat 
Nr. . C of 
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of a friend, at the diſtance of fifty miles 
from Clarendon-Caſtle, where he propoſed. 
to paſs the intermediate time; but that, on 
arriving at Bently-Abbey, he found his maſ- 
ter and his companions gone from thence, 
but as to whither they were gone he 
could obtain no information; and, in con- 
ſequence of finding it impoſſible to follow 
him, and being totally ignorant of Wal- 
ter's pleaſure as to his diſpoſal, he had ta- 
ken the liberty to return home, as he 
called it, and intreated to be again re- 
.ccived in the ſervice of his honoured old 
maſter the Baron, from whom it was eaſy 
to perceive he would never wiſh to depart 


to follow the young one. 


Ee ͤ—V — n_ 
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The Baron very readily granted his re- 
-queſt, but it was not without pain that he 
obſerved the very little regard that his old 
ſervant evidently felt for Walter; for” in 
vain did Jaſper endeavour to conceal his 
»KBETENCE:; ; the pour fellow's joy. was fo 
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unbounded at being once more to ſerve the 


Baron, that, in defiance of the reſpect that he 
W had ever felt for every branch of Clarendon, 
he could not conceal the little regret he oe 


at quitang his maſter. 


Lord and Lady Clarendon were never 


weary of aſking him queſtions concerning 


their ſon; to many of which he pleaded ig- 


norance, for he could not anſwer as he 


wiſhed to have done, and there was no 
other method to avoid giving them perhaps 
more pain than pleaſure, but from ſome ob- 
ſcure intelligence that he had picked up on 
his journey. 


He . informed them that a party of 


young noblemen had hired a veſſel at a 


fort a few miles diſtant from Bently-Ab- 


bey, and it was thought that Walter might 
probably be one of the party; but of that 
particular he was uncertain, nor could he, 
after all poſſible inquiry, obtain any infor- 
C2 ⁵ %4Ä« 
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mation as to the deſtination; for the people 


N either were ignorant on that head, or they 
affected to be ſo, in all that he could arrive 


at the knowledge of. 


Lord Clarendon could not help regarding 


the conduct of his ſon as being very extra- 


ordinary, and, in his opinion, not a little diſ- 
reſpectful; for who, that had not ſeen his 
native home and deareſt relations for the 


ſpace of above three years, would have de- 


layed his return in ſo unneceſſary a manner 2. 
Neither did this intelligence convey much 
pleaſure to the feeling heart of the Baroneſs. 
Bleſt with but one ſon, ſhe regarded him as 
the peculiar gift of heaven, nor could miſ- 


fortune ever appear to her in ſo formidable a 


point of view as when it threatened to involve 
this favoured object of her fondeſt wiſhes. 
She did not doubt but that the noblemen 
whom Jaſper ſpoke of were ſome of the 
companions of her ſon, and that he had 
embarked with them; but, though ſenſible 
OS. on 
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on all other ſubjects, the Baroneſs was 


weak on this, and was much more diſ- 
pleaſed with his friends for aſking him 


to be of their party than with him for 


conſenting ; but when ſhe thought of the 
ſtorm to which he was probably expoſed, 
the terrors that oppreſt her were more than 


ſhe was able to ſupport; and, at the re- 


peated entreaties of the Baron, who juſtly 
was alarmed at the perturbation which it was 
eaſy to perceive ſhe ſuffered, (for it was in 
vain that ſhe attempted to conceal it,) ſhe 
reluctantly conſented to retire. But the 
young ladies, who had been for ſome time 
in deep and ſecret conſultation, declared. 
unanimouſly their intention of paſſing the 
night in the hall, as they could not think 


of reciring to reſt in fo violent and tem- 
M Nele a 20 | 
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7 The nes remarked, that, though 

3 they might not ſleep, they would cer- ö 
N beef be at leaſt as comfortable in their 
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* chambers; but Maude proteſted ſhe dared 
not venture to paſs the long gallery that 
led to her apartment, for every body 
knew that it was paſt twelve, and, if ever 
ghoſts were out, they were out then, for 

Father Auſtin himſelf had told her fo. 


e Then Father Auſtin was to blame,” 
replied the Baroneſs. 1 


« Holy Mary!“ ſaid Maude, with a look 
of aſtoniſhment, for ſhe had never before 
heard ſuch an aſſertion, and, had it now 

been made by any other perſon, it is more 
" than probable, ſhe would have flatly con- 
tradicted it. But prithee my good girl,” 
ſtſaid the Baron, „why is that paſſage worſe 4 
|. than all the others in the Caſtle? Come, 
| Editha, confeſs, for I ſuppoſe you are in 
. we ſecret.“ 


. 2 . Becauſe it leads to the north —_— 
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The Baron ſtarted, and, with viſible 
diſtreſs, turned away in ſilence, while Lady 
Clarendon ſcemed to regard him with 
great concern, and expreſſed her diſplea- 
ſure that her daughters ſhould give way to 
ſo great a weakneſs, and wondered what 
could poſſibly have put ſuch ideas in their 
heads; but the Baron, who had by this 
time again recovered bis uſual tranquillity, 
and happened, for once, to comprehend 
the meaning of Maude, which indeed it 
much more frequently happened that he 
did not, ſaid, with a ſmile, that, if they 
W were diſpoſed to break their reſt to gratify 
W their curioſity, they ſhould have his free leave, 
1 | and he hoped they would ſee the ghoſt, 

* or rather the ſpirit, they expected, and 
which, to ſay the truth, he did partly e ex- 
9 | pet himſelf. 
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1 The Baroneſs did not quite ſo dean 
A underſtand all this, for the was indeed too 
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much diſturbed to attend to it, yet the 


could not help being ſurpriſed that he 


ſhould countenance idcas that had once 
created ſo muth diſturbance in the Caſtle. 


The Baron deſired his daughters would not 


fail to give him notice if any thing ap- 
peared, which they faithfully promiſed, and 
he led the Lady Clarendon from the hall, 
preceded by attendants, in all the ſtate, 


though perhaps not all the pride, of an- | 


cient days, 


It may perhaps be a matter of wonder 


that Lord Clarendon ſhould fo readily af. W 
ſent to Maude's belief of ſpirits, but the 
truth is, that the Baron did not, on that 


_ occaſion, ſuſpe& her of believing it her- 
ſelf, but he underſtood that ſhe, like him- 
ſelf, attributed the delay of Walter's re- 
turn either to ſome accident or à viſh to 


ſurpriſe them, by coming when he was 


” leaſt expected, and doubted not but a few 


hours — bring him, if well, to the 
Caſtle; 
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hall, had communicated her thoughts to 


probably end in diſappointment. The fair 


that to confeſs the truth would have de- 
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Caſtle; if it did not, he determined, in the 
morning, to leave no means unattempted 
to gain intelligence. But Lord Clarendon 
had not diſcoyered this ſimilitude of opi- 
nion by art of magic, for Maude, fearſul 
of not carrying her point of watching in the 


her father for the "fake of gaining him 
over to her ſide of the argument, and he 
agreed that it was certainly moſt proper 
not to acquaint the Baroneſs with their 
jdeas, fearful leſt it ſhould determine her 
to ſit up, in expectation of what might. 


ſiſters had at firſt entertained ſtrong fears 
that they ſhould not ſucceed in carrying 
their project into execution, and they knew 


termined Lady Clarendon to follow their | 
example, as the probability of Walter's ar- 
rival would have appeared in the fame light. . 
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To our improved underſtandings it may 
ſeem, perhaps, that a great deal more ce- 
remony was made uſe of on this occaſion 
than was neceſſary, but we muſt recollect 
that the fair ladies, of thoſe unenlightened 
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| times, as rarely paſt their nights out of 
| their beds, as thoſe, of our poliſhed days, 


paſs their nights in them; and, unleſs on 
ſome very extraordinary occaſion, ſuch as 
the ball, the banquet, or the tournament, 
of ſome neighbouring nobleman, it had never 
been the cuſtom of Clarendon- Caſtle ; and, 
| as a reaſon of ſome fort was indiſpenſably 
| neceſſary, Maude had, as ſhe thought, very 
| - fortunately hit upon her. ſtory of the haunted 
| gallery; for the Baron had conſented, and 
[ ſhe was happy: but Maude foreſaw not 
| * the confuſion to which her thoughtleſs ſpeech 
ll. 
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was deſtined to give birth; nor was Editha 
| eſs delighted than herſelf, for ſhe loved 
her brother as well, and would have been 
| ſeverely mortified had ſhe not enjoyed the 
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pleaſure of waiting for his coming; yet 
ſhe confeſſed the argument that Maude had 
made uſe of would never have occurred to 
her, but wiſhed ſhe had not ſpoke ſo 
lightly of the reverend Father Auſtin, Of 
the enormity of this offence Maude was 
not, however, ſo eaſily to be convinced, 
and, without debating any more about it, 
they both began to prepare to array them- 
{clves for the reſt of the night, for it was 
miſerably cold, and the old hall echoed 
to the tempeſtuous wind, that ſeemed al- 
moſt to ſhake the battlements, that had 
hitherto frowned defiance to the all-ravaging 
hand of time. 


All ſuch. of the domeſtics as were pre- 
ſent begged they might be permitted to ſet 
up with their young ladies, and they as 
readily agreed to it; for if their ſervants 
loved them well enough to wiſh to break 


bheir reſt to wait on them, it never entered 


WF their heads that they were conferring. any 


** 
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"248 very great favour, by permitting them to do 
what they would probably have been a- 
'  fraid to have fat without. 
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OON aſter Lady Clarendon had left 
the hall, the ladies retired to the ad- 


their young maid Amable had brought this-- 


by paſſing backwards and forwards in the way 
to their apartments. Old Edmund was bu- 


with plenty of logs, that they might 
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3 joining parlour to change their dreſs for 
one more warm and comfortable, which 


ther, that they might not diſturb the Baroneſs = 


ſily employed in ſeeing the hearth repleniſhed i: 


experience the intenſe coldneſs of the . 
ther, and every one was ſedulouſſy erte 
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ing themſelves for the accommodation of 


their beloved miſtreſſes; but, as it very 


frequently happens, where there is little to 
do and many to do it, ſome of the domeſ- 
tics had found time to communicate to each 


other their ſentiments on Lady Maude's | 
fears, and the preſent face of things at the 


Caſtle, amongſt ſome other very ſufpicious 
and alarming appearances,, was, firſt and 
foremoſt, the extraordinary delay of their 
young Lord's return, which was ſoon by 


one and all allowed to be the joint work of co 
witchcraft and evil ſpirits. Secondly, Jaſper 1 


had arrived in a violent ſtorm, and ſuch a 


ſtorm as they were ſure had never before 


been known in Cumberland; and it had, 
doubtleſs, been raiſed, the more effectually 
to prevent his making any attempt to fol- 
low his maſter; and for what could. all this 
miſchief befal the family, but for a certain 
tranſaction that had taken place in the Caſtle 
ſon iy years s ſince; but, though ach all hinted 
Tn 44 that 
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chat the Baron was the cauſe, no one choſe 
| explicitly to fay ſo. | 


7 Now it al ESO or happened that 
3 | Amable, at this very intereſting and alarming 
Y | criſis, entered the upper end of the hall of 
4 S council, in her way to the parlour, with ſome- 
1 thing ſhe had moſt unwillingly been to 
2 fetch for the ladies from their apartments; 
A not that Amable thought any trouble too 
Þ great that ſhe could do for them, but ſhe 
; J too had heard her miſtreſs aſſert that tlie 
Caſtle was haunted, and, in her great haſte to 
return, had forgotten ſomething more than 
half ſhe went for, and had now juſt returned 
WW with trembling ſteps from this her ſecond 
4 embaſſy; and as ſhe took great care to walk 
uncommonly light, leſt any of theſe aerial 
= gentry, or other ſuch perſons, ſhould chance 5 
J to hear her and impede her, ſhe had a 
ſcended the ſtairs unheard, but not, alas! un- 
ſeen; for ſhe was clothed in a long white > 
ſeph, which Editha had made her put on for 
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the night, and her face, from her own fears, 
was whiter and worſe than all. In her right 
hand ſhe carried a candle. 


Now every reaſonable perſon muſt ac- 
knowledge, that the appearance of any thing 
in white, in an old Gothic hall, an hour after 4 
midnight, even though it ſhould have proved 
nothing more than the old family houſe-dog, | 3 
that had unexpectedly entered at the mo- 2 
ment that they were crowded round the 4 | 
fire to talk of apparitions, would have been ; ] 
more than ſufficient to fill the boldeſt of the 4 | 
party with diſmay, and that it was perfectly " 
right to ſuppoſe it came with ſome very evil 
intention, and make way for it with all con- 4 


venient ſpeed; but, alas! it ſo happened, 2 
that the farther the debating- party continued 1 
to retreat, the nearer did this tantalizing and 9 
inquiſitive ſpright continue to advance; for Z | 
| the ſpirit of curioſity was gone forth in. the 
_ family, and as it had always been poor A 
Amable's 5 misfortune to poſſeſs a very rea- ; 
5 „ . ſonable 


F 
Ws... 


. 
SEES. 
* 


OF CLARENDON. | 4r 


IF fonable ſhare of this ineſtimable talent, with- 
; . out which, many a very precious piece of 
f 1 ſcandal had never come to light, or cheered 
IT the liberal hearts of the inquiring multi- 
tude; fo it did now fall out, that Amable, 
; 8 whoſe head was as full of ghoſts, hobgoblins, 
4 and what not of that fort, as any other per- 
ſon's, felt, on the preſent occaſion, this ſame 
3 ; 1 curioſity increaſe and multiply, till it became, 
7 Was it were, ten- fold. For ſome minutes ſhe 
1 W...c; in ſilent wonder on the affrighted faces 
1 of the party aſſembled; but as it had never 
occurred to her, that ſhe was gifted with a 
4 face to frighten any living being, becauſe the 
mirror of her miſtreſs had told her ſo, and 
due, as well as her miſtreſs, was inclined 
so believe it was the mirror of truth: it, 
$2 | therefore, never once ſtruck her, that it 
=F could be herſelf ey fled from. 


laſt aſſumed courage to accoſt them in the. 1815 
accuſtomed 
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accuſtomed ſolemn phraſe, and aſked, in the 
name of the Holy Virgin, if they had 
ſeen it? Some few of them, encouraged by 
this pious interrogation, now ventured to 
look more ſteadily at her than they had hi- 
therto deemed it ſafe to do, and one of theſe 
was the venerable old houſekeeper, Dame 


Margaret, who, to her infinite ſurpriſe, be= 


held in this tremendous being, who had 
filled her heart with terror, no more formi- 
dable a ſpirit than her daughter Amable, 
who was, indeed, in general, one of the 
merrieſt ſpirits in the Caſtle : but her pre- 
ſence had now created ſenſations fo widely 
different from mirth, that they really knew her 
not; nay, even after ſhe had acknowledged 
herſelf to be herſelf; it was ſome conſiderable 
time before any one was willing to ac- 
knowledge the truth of the aſſertion, be- 
cauſe, in the firſt place, every one felt a 
ſtrong reluctance to owning he had been 
miſtaken; and, ſecondly, they were ſo 
gy prepoſſeſſed that her appearance was 

: ee 
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1 ſomething truly terrible, that they were 


WW ſcarcely yet convinced that they ſhould not 


7 | incur the danger of being demoliſhed, if they | 


let her approach them. To be ſure they did 


4 | partly begin to think it was Amable, but 
they were, nevertheleſs, certain, that they 


| had ſeen ſomething, and from her inquiry if 


vinced Amable had been frightened, for her 


4 T countenance plainly betrayed it; and what 


but having met an apparition playing his 
IF antics on the great ſtairs, or in the gallery, 
could have made her ſuppoſe they had ſeen 
any thing, if ſhe had not ſeen it come that 
way; and it was, therefore, in conſideration 
of theſe ſuſpicious circumſtances, agreed, that 
ſhe had certainly ſeen ſomething as well as 
themſelves, and truly, for my own part, I 
know not any reaſon why it might not be ſo, 


for I verily believe it was as likely that one 


. ſee the * as che other. 


XJ they had ſeen it, they were perfectly con- 
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 Amable had executed the commiſſion ſhe 
had been ſent on with all poſſible diſpatch; 
for the idea of a ſupernatural being following 
at her heels had ſo reſolutely kept the place I 
in her heart, that ſhe had permitted it to 
rake, (things they ſay will not always go out 
of the head or heart either, when they are 
bid,) that ſhe firmly believed ſhe heard foot- 


Reps follow her at every ſtep ſhe took, and, 
perceiving that ſome people were talking 


by the fire, ſhe had ſtopped to talk a little, 
merely to recruit her ſpirits, but how well 
the ſucceeded we ſhall ſoon have an oppor- 

* to remark. i 


Things were in this 4-04 when a ſer= 
vant came to ſay, that the young ladies had 
been for ſome time wanting Amable. 
What was to be done? It is true the parlour 
they were in was no farther than at the bot- 
tom of the hall, but to the bottom of the 
25 hall 
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hall nor half ſo far now ſhe had heard 


e more, Amable dared not venture. 


to VS we 


A motion was made together, it was a 
comfortable method certainly in ſuch an 
emergency; but, alas! it could not be, for 


their long converſation, that deſtructive 


enemy of expedition, had ſo long detained 
them, that now, and not till now, they be- 
gan to diſcover, that the only things they 
had to do were left unaccompliſhed. 
What then could be done ? The ladies be- 
gan, no doubt, to grow impatient, and it 
was univerſally agreed, that Amable muſt go 


do them. To this ſhe reluctantly aſſented, 


and faid, ſhe would go directly, if Gilbert 


would go with her to the door, for ſhe was 
afraid to go alone, and Gilbert plainly in- 
dicated, by the frequent turn of his head, 
to ſee that nothing was behind him during 
their progreſs, that he, though aſhamed to 


own it, was partly of the ſame opinion. 


The 
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The ladies ſoon after entered the hall | 
and ſeated themſelves by the hearth, ' where 
they were too earneſtly employed in talking 
of the dangers to which they feared their f 
abſent brother might be expoſed, to re- 
mark, for ſome time, that the domeſtics, 

who now began ſtowly to aſſemble, always 
came in pairs; but at laſt Maude, whoſe 
thoughts ſeldom reſted long on the ſame 
object, began at laſt to remark the very 
viſible conſternation that reigned predomi- 
nant in every face around them, and inquired 
the cauſe of it. 


"a. 


No one anfwered. 
She repeated her queſtion. 


One ſaid, ſhe only looked ill becauſe ſhe | 
was cold; at the fame time, ſhe caſt her 
eyes behind her, as if fearful of being 
— for a falſehood, though her teeth, 


chattering 
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chattering in her head, gave ample credit to 
the aſſertion; another was really frightened 
to think of his good young maſter being 
expoſed, in ſo dreadful a night, to the 
mercileſs tempeſt; and a third was cry- 
ing becauſe ſhe had the tooth- ache; in ſhort, 
every body had a reaſon, and every reaſon 
given was as far as poſſible from the truth; 
and Maude, though ſhe did not believe 
them, knew not to what other cauſe to at- 
tribute this unaccountable conſternation, for 
ſhe had never once imagined, that it aroſe 
from what ſhe had faid was her motive for 
ſitting up, nor conſidered that as they did not 
know, that ſhe really had any other than the 
one ſhe mentioned, that it was perfectly na- 
tural they ſhould believe it, it was certain 
that ſhe had, when once it was excited, full 
as much fear upon this ſubject as any of 
them, nor was her fair ſiſter in the leaſt 
behind-hand with her, which was ſoon diſco- 

; vered ; for Editha, over deſirous of making 
, every perſon comfortable whom fortune pla. 

Z 


my AP 


98 


43 THE ANCIENT HOUSE 


ced within the limits of her power, deſired, as 
they were not well, and had been all much 
alarmed by the tempeſt, that one of the do- 
meſtics would fetch ſome wine and cakes; 
and, for thoſe who might chance to like more 
| ſubſtantial food, the ham was not forgotten; 
and at the ſame time bring her harp, for, as 
the Caſtle had been built, literally ſpeaking, 
ce according to the faſhion of the times,” 
there was ſcarcely a poſſibility of her diſturb- iſ 
ing thoſe who were retired to repoſe, as, 
from the multitudes of paſſages and long 
galleries of which there was really no defici- 
ency, it was very unlikely that they ſhould be 
heard. But this propoſal, which might rea- 
ſonably be ſuppoſed to meet with gratitude 
and thanks, ſeemed deſtined to excite ſenti- 

ments perfectly the contrary; and, as ſhe had 
named no perſon in particular to be the 
meſſenger, no perſon was ſolicitous to per- 
form it. 


A 
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A general heſitation enfued: Edmund 

told Gilbert to go to the cellar; but 

Gilbert, with much reſpect, thought, if he 

pleaſed, that Maſter Edmund had better go 

himſelf, ſeeing as he underſtood things bet- 

ter than he did, who was but a humble ſer- 
ving- man belike. 


Editha, who did not underſtand all the 
meaning of this argument, inquired what 
was the matter; and, on being informed, 
reproved Gilbert for wiſhing ſo old a 
man to go while he fat idle; and he de- 
clared he would go with him, but he 
could not go alone. Editha looked diſ- 
pleaſed, for her commands were very ſel- 
dom unreaſonable, and ſhe was but little ac- 
cuſtomed to be diſobeyed. She deſired 
p there might be no more diſpute about it ; 
but Gilbert ſhould go, and ſome other per- 
ſon with him; who, as they dared no longer 


1 


\ delay, prudently engaged a third, in ſecret, to 
Vor,1I, EE 7x» 
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30 
be of their party in caſe of danger ; white 
old Edmund, who felt aſhamed not to ſerve 
His Lady, went with them alſo. “ God 
preſerve them!“ ſaid one of the moſt ſe- 
date of the Baroneſs's gentlewomen, with 
great energy. — Amen!“ ſaid Amable, 

and looked wiſtfully after them, as the ſound | 
of their ſteps died away at the lower end i 
of the hall. # A 


«© Why is the door left open, Amable ?” 
fad Maude: © it is extremely cold.” 


They will make haſte back, madam; 
but, perhaps, Edmund may be less afraid 
than if it was ſhut.” 


« Leſs afraid!” 
« Yes, madam,” 


« I do 1 J believe, pre and you. 


Edmund afraid to walk the Caſtle : ? Gilbert 


a «a 
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„ 
too ſeemed alarmed: what is it that they 
ſear 4 | 


af*3 Nothing, I believe aid) * nd ſhe 

| caſt an anxious look on their depatting ſha- 

dows as they faintly gleamed on a diſtant 

wall, while all the reſt of the females fat 

trembling in ſilence, leſt ſhe: ſhould betray 

the ſecret, they had themſelves found it ſo 
difficult to keep. 


« Nothing!” repeated Maude, certainly, 
Amable, you do not attend to what you ſay. 
Has any thing happened to Edmund? Is He: 
ill? If fo, why is he here to night? We 
would not for the world he ſhould have fat 

up: he ſhall retire immediately. The Ba- 
ron will, I am fure, be much WW ; 
with us: you ſhould have told us! 

Dear madam, pardon me, he is not il 1 
believe; only he is — he — he his- 
« What is he?“ © Very old, madam, ande fl 


and — he 1 is frightened,” 33 45 
3 8 
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I do not underſtand your method of 3 
anſwering, and ſhall make my inquiries of MM 
. ſomebody that is inclined to be a little more 
attentive,” ſaid Maude. — Editha looked no 
better pleaſed, but ſaid nothing, being de- 
termined to inquire of Edmund himſelf, from 
whom, ſhe flattered herſelf, ſhe ſhould re- 
ceive a more ſatisfactory account; and, as 
one of their maids had fetched the harp, 
the took it on her lap, and began to ſing 
« Of Royal Edward's glorious deeds.” 
But hardly could ſhe be ſaid to have ſoothed 
the liſteners into attention, ere a violent 
gale of wind, that ſeemed to threaten uni- 
verſal deſolation, burſt through the wind- 
ings of the Caſtle ; the doors and caſements 
ſnapped, and a loud and tremendous noiſe, 
as of ſomething of conſiderable force, making 
its approach, filled every heart with dread. 
In a moment was heard a loud and diſmal 
cry, and Amable, uttering a ſhriek, fell flat 
at the feet of her miſtreſs. - Another guſt of 
ER wind 
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wind was heard; and, as it died away, ſtill 
they diſtinguiſhed the accents of ſome one 
in diſtreſs; but who ſhould dare to go in 
fearch of them. Every perſon, that en- 
joyed a ſufficient portion of reaſon, of 
which indeed the number was but few, en- 
deavoured, by liſtening with attention, to 
diſcover from whence it proceeded, and at 
laſt found; that the ſound came up the 
paſſage, through which the ſervants had 
lately paſt; and Editha ſaid ſhe was almoſt 
certain it was the voice of Edmund, and 
ſhe would go to fee what could occaſion 
him to be in ſuch diſtreſs, not doubting, 
from the groans ſhe heard, and what Ama- 
ble had ſaid, that he was dying. Maude 
declared ſhe would go with her, for he 
had ſerved them ever ſince they could re- 
member, and, from his own goodneſs of 
heart and gentleneſs of manners, they re- 
garded him almoſt as one of the family. 
But Amable, juſt now beginning to recover, 
called for her immediate attention ; and, as 
_ D 3 the 
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ſhe had recovered ſenſe enough to under- 

ſtand what they were talking of, and hear- 
ing their determination to go, the, in the 
moſt earneſt tone of ſupplication, entreated 
them to deſiſt, alleging, that ſhe was ſure 
the ghoſt would ſeize them too, Maude 
looked alarmed ! © Good Amable, compoſe 
yourſelf, you are ſafe, you will ſoon be 
better.” — © Ah, madam, do not mind me, 
but, in the name of heayen, do not leave 
the hall, think of the ghoſt, and fear to be 
uled like poor Edmund,” 


„ Poor girl,“ ſaid Editha,“ ſomething 
has certainly diſturbed her brain, I thought 
her very odd juſt now: do you know what 
it is ſhe means, good Jaſper.” 


e Yes, madam, No; no, madam. I 
—I—TI—T do not know any thing about 
it, but I believe, that is, I think, God for- 
give us all, I think, madam, ſhe A en 


| ſomething to night. 
| cc o! 
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« O! Holy Mary be our guard!” faid 
Editha, as ſhe kiſſed her bead-roll : ce that 
is, what has alarmed poor Edmund, then? 
ict us go directly in ſearch of him.” 


« My good Editha, cried the trembling 
Maude, let me intreat you not to think 
of doing any thing fo deſperate. What aſſiſt- 
ance could we poſſibly afford him againſt a 
ghoſt 2” © I know not that,” rephed Editha, 
e but I will certainly go. Amable cannot be 
left: you ſhall ſtay with her, — Jaſper, dare 
you go with me?” Small was the inclina- 
tion he felt for this honor ; for Jaſper had, 
in his heart, ſome little ſmattering of the 
coward : but found that all his infinuations 
of danger were ineffectual in ſhaking the 
reſolution of his fair miſtreſs, and that ſhe 
was about to depart alone. Upon this very 
undeſirable expedition, he very courageouſly 


took up the lamp, and procecded before his 


lady to the paſſage; but, at the entrance, 
wy. D + very 
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very reſpectfully drew back to let her wh 
him, being himſelf but little deſirous of en- 
countering the attack of any thing they might 


meet; and beſides, as he obſerved, with 


great deference, he could, in that caſe, bet- 
ter preſerve the light : while Editha, being, 
to uſe an out-of-the-way phraſe, too much 
frightened to fear any thing, paſſed on 


without attending to his very judicious re- 


marks. 


After following the ſound for ſome time, 


| which they now diſcovered, inſtead of one, 


to be many voices, they at length came to a 
turning in the paſſage, where Editha ſtum- 
bled over ſomething that lay in the path, 
and, upon Jaſper's holding down the lamp, 
they diſcovered it to be Gregory, who, in 
wandering about, had loſt himſelf, and lay 
ſtupified with fear. They raiſed him up: 


but, as he was not ſufficiently come to him- 
ſelf to give a clear account of his compa- 
nions, they were obliged to leave him, and 
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go in ſearch of them, whom it was not long 
before they diſcovered in utter darkneſs, and 


almoſt: bereft of their ſenſes. As ſoon as 
they recovered the uſe of ſpeech, they in- 
formed their lady, though with infinite re- 
z ſpect, for fear of offending her, that the 
Caſtle was certainly haunted, for that as 
Gilbert was going into one of the cellars, 
juſt as he had opened the door, a great 
ſpirit ſhut it in his face, with ſuch violence, 

as to knock him down, and at the ſame 
time paſſed him with great violence, and 
put the lamp out. His fall had occaſioned 
thoſe, who weie as cloſe as poſſible behind 
him, to ſhare the fame fate ; for they had 
taken hold of hands, to inſpire them with 
courage, and were very ſolemnly proteſting 
to ſtand by one-another at the moment of 
the ſhock : but Gregory, who was the hind- 

moſt, had run away, and loft himſelf in 

trying to return to the hall. They had 
heard his lamentations, and not in the leaft 
doubting, but this inviſible ſpirit was pu- 
- - RES niſhing, 
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niſhing his temerity, they would not, in all 
probability, have ventured to follow him 
till daylight, having a moſt ſincere beltef, 
that, at the dawn of morning, all ſuch un- 
wiſhed-for viſitors loſt the power of doing 
miſchief. 1 


Editha was ſoon as completely terrified 
as themſelves; for, though ſhe had never be- 
fore thought much about it, ſhe recollected, 
chat, in her infancy, ſhe had heard ſomething 
of the ſame kind; but that, at the com- 


mand of the Baron, the ſtory had gradually 


died away; that is, it no longer reached his 
hearing. But it was by far too precious a 
theme to be forgotten by the tenants and 
domeſtics, who often talked of it in ſecret, 
and took particular care that the riſing ge- 
neration ſhould, from frequent repetition, 
be ſo well verſed in the hiſtory, as to hand 
it fafely down to future poſterity. Still, 
however, theſe affairs had, for fear of giving 
offence, been conducted with a great degree 
of 
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of caution : but the recent alarm had put 


them ſo completely off their guard, that 
even the preſence of the ladies could not 


reſtrain their ſpeech; and every one, forget- 
ful of the conſequences that might enſue, 
began to relate all they had ever heard, or 
fancied they had ſeen, after being once more 
aſſembled round the fire, and having all par- 
taizen of ſome refreſhment to reſtore their 


ſpirits. 


Editha, to baniſh» uncomfortable ideas, 
once more attempted to beguile the hours, 
with harmony, but the attempt was in vain, 
her fingers trembled on the ſtrings, and the 
harp was once more {ct aſide. Vet ſome- 
thing muſt be done, to fill up the hours. 
till daylight; and Editha requeſted,. that 
Jaſper would recount the adventures of his. 
young maſter. Every perſon preſent was, 
equally defirous to hear it, and Jaſper, to 
their general ee * 
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Scarce was his tale concluded, before the 


converſation turned again on the adventure 


that had befallen Edmund in the paſſage ; 
and many a diſmal anecdote was told, of 
ghoſts chat danced, by moonlight, on the 
batilements. In one of the moſt intereſting 


of theſe entertaining ſtories, a violent and 


ſudden craſh was heard, and when, after a 
conſiderable time, they ventured to look 
round them, they diſcovered, that the great 
tolding-doors of the library were burſt wide 
open, and he, who had courage to approach 


the neareſt, declared he ſaw a figure, all in 


white, ſtanding on the oppoſite fide of the 
room; and fo fincerely did his auditors be- 


lieve him, that very few amongſt them 
_ dared approach for their more immediate 


conviction; and. thoſe who did, declared 
they ſaw it ſkipping about, and that ſome + 


times it came cloſe to them, and then va- 


niſhed in a moment. Nobody choſe to 
continue long near the door, but kept cloſe 
= 
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to each other, and forebore again to ſpeak 


of ſpirits ; only Amable whiſpered to her 
miſtreſs, that to be ſure every body knew 
the north gallery was haunted, but ſhe ne- 
ver knew before that the reſt of the Caſtle 


was ſo. 


Maude ſtarted, for ſhe recollected that 


it had been ſhut up even before ſhe could 
remember, and that fo ſcrupulouſly, that 


ſhe had never ſcen the inſide of the a- 


partments, or even a door of them un- 
faſtened : once too ſhe had inquired of 


her mother the reaſon of this myſtery, 


but was commanded never again to re- 
peat the queſtion. At another time the 
ladies had aſked for a part of them to be 


added to the rooms allotted to their uſe, 


but the Baroneſs had aſſigned them a part 
of Walter's, without giving any reaſon 
why ſhe did not choofe to favor them 
with thoſe they had requeſted. All theſe 


ſuſpicious occurrences put together raiſed 
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in the boſom of Maude ſo many fears, 
that ſhe, whoſe ſpirits were wont to in- 
ſpire every one With Courage, Was now 
more terrified than even her timid ſiſter : 
and even the thoughtleſs Amable ſtole to 


the cuſhion by the ſopha of her miſtreſs, 


where alone ſhe ſeemed to think herſelf in 
any degree of ſafcty. | 


Every one now umpatiently looked for 
the approach of morning, the great clock 


on the Caſtle had beat four, and they 


derived ſome {mall degree of comfort from 
thinking that in another hour all would 
be ſtirring in the Caſtle. Some few had, 
in ſpite of their fears, fallen aſleep, and 
others were beginning to prepare for break- 
faſt, and Editha and Maude had almoſt 
talked cach other into tolerable compoſure, 


though they failed not to keep a watchful 


eye on-the doors of the library, which no- 


= had ventured to approach near e- 


ugh ta cloſe. 
Suddenly 


n 
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Suddenly the doors, at the head of the 
great ſtairs, cracked on their hinges, and 
the figure of a man appeared deſcending. 
Editha, who beheld him, ſcreamed aloud, 
and fainted in the arms of her ſiſter, who 
was almoſt in the ſame condition, for they 
recollected not the Baron, who ſtood in 
ſilent aſtoniſnment at this ſo extraordinary 
reception, — Now the reader is to know, 
that this great ſtair-caſe led on one ſide 
immediately to the north ſide of the Caſtle, 
and that was now regarded as the ſpot 
that contained ſome myſtery too terrible 
to bear inveſtigation, They had, on the 
firſt appearance of the Baron, imagined 
him to be ſome departed ſpirit that had 
been diſturbed by their converſation. Per- 
ceiving that their alarm ſeemed to increaſe 
as he advanced, he ſtopped and ſpoke to 
his daughters, who, after a ſhort time, re- 
collecting his voice, rejoiced that he was 
once more with them, and ſeemed to th 


mk 
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his preſence a certain protection from every 
danger. 


Lord Clarendon had heard the loud re- 
port occaſioned by the burſting open of the 
library-doors, and thought it was the gates 
of the Caſtle. This idea created a hope 
that Walter was arrived, for on no other 


buſineſs, did he ſuppoſe, they would have 


| been opened at ſuch an hour. He had 
pat near two hours in the momentary ex- 
pectation of being ſent for; and, thinking 
his family were unwilling to diſturb him, 


had long wiſhed to go in the hall to in- 


quire, but the fear of diſturbing the Ba- 
roneſs had prevented him. Unable, how- 
ever, any longer to endure this ſuſpenſe, 
he had, at length, determined to riſe, and, 
having entertained fo ſtrong a perſuaſion 
of beholding his ſon, his diſappointment 
was proportionably great, and he immedi- 
ately mentioned his intention of leaving 
the Caſtle to make all poſſible inquiries 


concerning 
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concerning him, as he could no longer 
doubt but ſome very ſevere misfortune 
mult have befallen him; for which purpoſe 
he deſired that his attendants might be called 

and his horſes prepared, - 


During breakfaſt, the Baron accidentally 
aſked what had occaſioned the noiſe that 
had diſturbed him, and was ſoon informed 
of all the terrors of the night, nor was 
the ſpectre in the library forgotten. The 
Baron diſbelieved it, but ſaid he would 
look for it himſelf, and, taking the lamp, 
walked rowards the door : but the Baron, 
like many other people, did not enjoy the 
gift of thinking of more things than one 
at a time, and he was juſt then ſo com- 
pletely occupied in thinking that they who 


told this ſurpriſing tale were miſtaken, that 


he never thought he was ſtanding before the 


light of the lamp he carried, and, accord» ,. 


ingly, without heſitation, he declared he 
could fee nothing; and of the truth of his 
| ; aſſertion 
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_ aſſertion there can indeed be little doubt, for 
the library was immenſely large, had dark 2 
brown flooring, and was adorned with fe IM 
other decorations than family pictures and 4 

large oaken preſſes; added to this, the 3 
hangings, what little of them were viſible, 3 
conſiſted of dark green damaſk fringed with 1 
gold, and the window-curtains of the ſame 9 
materials were decorated at the top wich E 
very heavy ornaments of carved oak. In 

= ſuch an apartment as this it is certainly 2 

probable not much could have been diſtin- 
guiſhed by the help of one lamp, whoſ: 
feeble rays were more than half extinguiſhed 
by the grey dawn of morning, that juſt | : 
began to gleam on the maſly pillars of the 
hall. oe 


Lord Clarendon, perfectly ſatisfied that 
the fears of his family alone had formed 
the fantom, and telling them, which was 
certainly the caſe, that it was the wind 
only that had forced the doors open, was 
TY returning 


OF CLARENDON 67 


returning to his breakfaſt, when he ſuddenly | 
exclaimed, he ſaw ſomething move, but, by 
the ſudden movement of the hand, the 
beams of his lamp were again obſtructed, 


and every thing again inviſible, 
« J furely ſaw it!“ aid the Baron. 


„ O, Holy St. Mary!” cried the pale 
Editha, „then it muſt be true; for if he 
acknowledged that the Caſtle was diſturbed, 
there could no longer be a ſhadow of 
doubt.“ 


I will examine the apartment more 
narrowly,” ſaid the Baron; “ but, leſt acci- 


dent deprive us of our light, bring me more 


lamps, and guard the door.” He drew his 
dagger from his belt, and was on the point 
of entering, but the united entreaties of his 
children to deſiſt, to which were added the 
prayers of his domeſtics, vanquiſhed his re- 
ſolution ; for, though the Baron was a man 
of 
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of a very extenſive underſtanding and libe. 
ral ſentiments, he was not ſo totally di- 
veſted of the dark prejudices of the times, 
as wholly to diſbelieve the exiſtence of a I 
ſupernatural agency, a belicf that was, at J 
that period, ſo univerſally prevalent, that 
thoſe, who had ventured to diſpute it, would 


have fallen under the ſuſpicion of being a 
very immoral and irreligious perſon. For 4 
ſome years the Baron had not received ſo 1 
ſevere a ſhock to his feelings; he was con- J 
vinced that his family had not been alarmed 
without reaſon, though he, no more than 

they, had not yet diſcovered that this alarm 
was very innocently created by nothing 
More than a large ſtone buſt, that occupied 
a nitch, facing the door of the library ; and, 
had he not yielded to the wiſhes of his 
daughters, he muſt certainly have diſcover- 
ed it, and the terror of the mind would con- 
ſequently have yielded to conviction. But 
the Baron contented himſelf with making 
faſt the doors, and commanding that no- 
bady 
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body ſhould preſume to enter till his return, 
when he would take the opinion of Father 
Auſtin concerning them. 


A And in good truth he had little cauſe to 
1 doubt but his orders would be faithfully 
4 obeyed, as none of them ever choſe to go 
even on that ſide of the hall, when they 
Could find a poſſible pretence to avoid it. 


= The ſervant ſoon after entered, to fay the 
WT horſes were at the gate; and the Baron 
W aroſe to depart. He commended his daugh- 
ters to the protection of Heaven, and bade 
1 them remember him kindly to the Baroneſs, 
vhom he hoped to ſee in the evening; for, 
; ſhould any thing occur to require his ab- 
ſence from the Caſtle, he certainly ſhould 
Wreturn to take leave of her. 


; The ladies attended him without the 

5 Wile gates; and, as they followed with their 

eyes the departing ſteps of the Baron and 
his 
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his attendants, they perceived at a diſtance 
a heap of ruins, that appeared to have 
fallen during the night; and, as it was now 1 
broad day-light, and their fears had natu- J 7 
rally vaniſhed with the night, they propoſed '1 n 
to walk and examine from whence they | 
came; for they doubted not but the tempeſ- 
tuouſneſs of the night muſt have occaſioned | 
much miſchief, _ 


Their conjectures proved to be founded I 
in reaſon, for the north wing of the Caſtle F 
had ſuffered greatly from the ſtorm, and 
one of the turrets, near their own apart. 1 
ments, was almoſt demoliſhed; nor had the | 
humble cottage of the peaſant eſcaped in 
ſecurity. The obſervation filled them with 
- the moſt melancholy reflections, and even 
Maude was filent ; but it was no property 1 
of her's to be ſo long, and ſhe at laſt broke 3 
filence, by ſimply remarking, that all the 4 
mifchief appeared to have been confined to | 
the norch gallery; and, had ſhe ſtudied for 


a 
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a week, ſhe could never have hit upon a 
more unfortunate ſubject, for Editha was 
ſecretly reflecting on the ſame obſervation. 
They both regarded this ſimilitude of ſenti- 
ment as being ominous, and concluded their 
converſation by a fixed determination to let 
4 no opportunity paſs unnoticed, of exploring 
4 the myſtery that appeared to be attached to 
chat part of the Caſtle. 
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HEY now re-entered the Caſtle, where 
things began to bear a much more 
agreeable aſpect than when they had left it. 
The ſun, which was now perfectly riſen, 
ſhone bright and beautifully on the w_ 

_ caſements, the morning had ſettled into a 
clear froſt, and the large fires burnt cheer- 
fully in the hall, where many of the children 

of the vaſſals was aſſembled, to partake of 
the breakfaſt that was always open to their 

| acceſs, : 


The 
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The Baroneſs was juſt riſen, an a * oY 
- pected very ſoon to enter the crimſon gal- 
lery to breakfaſt, and thither did Maude 


and Editha immediately repair to meet her: 
where drawing their cuſhions cloſe to the 


glowing hearth, and impatiently waited her 
entrance. 


ce I with. ” aid Editha, ce As Albert de 


Clare had been here, he might have gone 


with the Baron.“ 


* 


125 But I am ſure he would not have gone 


with the Baron,” replied Maude: “ for, not 


to pleaſe King Henry himſelf, would Albert 


ſubject himſelf to the ſmalleſt inconveni- 


ency ; and that I am certain a cold morning 
always is to my very ee couſin 


Albert.” 
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ours, and they would be 15 melancholy if 
we had n near us.” 


The remark ſtruck Maude as "NI true, 
and ſhe ſincerely joined in wiſhing he was at 
the Caſtle ; though, by way of protector, ſne 
thought not much of Albert; not that ſhe 
doubted either his courage or his wiſh to 
| ſerve them, but ſhe well knew that the fear 
of. being ſuppoſed to concern himſelf about 
them would render him a very indifferent 
companion. In the middle of this dialogue, 
the door opened, and in fauntered the gen- 
tleman they were wiſhing for. They both 
fincerely loved their couſin, and roſe to 
meet him with joy. © Dear Albert,” ſaid 
Editha, as her fair hand was extended to- 
wards him, “ you never could have come in 
better time; the Baroneſs is breaking her 
heart at the unaccountable abſence of Wal- 
ter, and my father i is juſt departed to in- 
_—_ for him; but 1 beg your . you 


3 


ce | 


* 
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* 


ec I know he is!” ſaid Albert, and care- 
leflly threw aſide his cloak, while, without 
appearing to notice her offer, he ſeated him- 
ſelf on the contrary ſide, 


«© You know he is!“ repeated Maude. 
Now, couſin, you are returned in one of 
your abſent fits again, for I would venture a 
mark, that you know nothing about him or 
of what Editha was ſaying to you: and, for 
once, Maude was right; for, moſt unfortu- 
nately for Albert, Editha had prefaced her 
ſtory with the epithet of dear Albert, which 

had produced ſuch a wonderful effect on 
Albert's ideas, which were generally em- 
ployed on all that Editha faid, that it had 
rather confuſed his underſtanding ; and the 
remark, which really was occaſioned by no- 
thing but the abſence of his manner, had 
rather tended to increaſe than diminiſh it; 
tor, knowing her to be not a little ſatyrical, 
he feared ſhe had diſcovered his love, and 
"i 1 was 
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was laughing at him: the bare ſuppoſition of 
which had ſo diſturbed him, that it was with 
ſome degree of difficulty he explained, that, 
having that morning in his way to the Caſtle 
met with the Baron, and offered to accom- 
pany him, he had been informed of the 
affliction of the family, and haſtened to join 
them. Lge TI 


At this moment the Baroneſs entered the 
apartment; ſhe was glad to ſee Albert, for 
ſhe regarded him as next to Walter. Maude 
informed her of the Baron's departure, of 
which her women had given her but an 
imperfect account; and, recollecting the con- 
verſation of the preceding evening, ſhe ex- 
preſſed her aſtoniſhment at their weakneſs 
in believing the Caſtle to be haunted. 


Maude did not think there was any thing 
fo abſurd in it; but ſhe forbore to diſpute 
the point, and contented. herſelf with telling 
the true reaſon that had induced them to 
* 8 ſit 


* 
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fir up. The Baroneſs felt all the kindneſs 
of their conduct, and endeavoured to reward 
them by appearing as cheerful as ſhe could. 
Albert too was pleaſanter than common; and 
Maude told her ſiſter, as ſoon as he had left 
the room, that ſhe was ſure he was in love 
with her, and would grow agreeable if ſhe 
would but marry him; and, in the gaiety of 
her heart, ſhe forgot, or pretended to forget, 
that the Baroneſs was of the party; but ſhe 
ſmiled at the lively fallies of her fair daugh- 
ter's tongue, and aſked if Albert had en- 


gaged her for his adyocate. 


But the obſervation ſo heedleſsly made 
produced on the part of the Baroneſs a very 
ſcrupulous attention to the conduct of her 
young family. Editha had ever openly 
confeſſed a moſt ſincere regard for Albert, 
but there was nothing in that regard which 
might not have been beſtowed upon an 
amiable brother. Her ſervices were ever 
at his command, nor did ſhe wiſh to conceal 
| | "WY the 
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the intereſt ſhe took in his welfare ; and any 
thing that gave cauſe of uneaſineſs to Albert 
never failed to call forth all the exertions of 
Editha, till he was made happy. 


The ſentiments of young De Clare was 
not indeed ſo open to inſpection; yet, from 
the penetrating obſervations of Lady Claren- 
don, he could not long conceal the intereſt 
he felt for Editha. But ſtill there was a myſ- 
tery more difficult to be comprehended ; for 
the attention he beſtowed on Maude was 


not inferior; and if he loved a daughter of 


her houſe, why did he not avow it? 


If the Baroneſs had a failing, it certainly 


was pride; but the error, if it were one, 
aroſe not from the heart. She had, from 
her earlieſt youth, been educated in the idea 
of never deviating from the dignity of her 
rank: the noble family from which ſhe was 
deſcended was of the moſt unſullied honour, 


nor was the one into which ſne was married 


leſs 
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leſs diſtinguiſhed, and ſhe deemed it an ab- 
ſolute impoſſibility, that any one could look 
on an alliance with the Houſe of Clarendon 
with an eye of indifference ; yet to what 
other cauſe could ſhe attribute the conduct 
of her nephew? 


Her conjectures were, no doubt, founded 


on reaſon; yet the Baroneſs was, perhaps, 
never farther from the truth, which an 


event that ſoon after took place clearly de- 
monſtrated. 


About noon a meſſenger arrived from the 


Baron, to ſignify that he ſhould return early 


in the afternoon to the Caſtle, and that he 
had heard of Walter, who would not how- 
ever, he believed, accompany him: but the 
ladies were more perplexed by this informa- 


tion, which, literally ſpeaking, informed 
them of nothing more than they knew before, 


and they counted the hours with impatience 
till the arrival of the Baron. > 0] | 
I At 


4 
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At about the hour of fix he entered the 
Caſtle, eſcorted by a numerous band of at- 
tendants, who, as they looked through the 
loop-holes over the grand entrance, they MW 
diſcovered to be ſome of the military vaſlals f 


of a neighbouring chief. Editha was alarm- 


ed, for ſhe feared, ſeeing him followed by 
ſtrangers, that ſome accident had befallen 
the Baron. Maude had never thought of 


that, for ſhe-had ſeen a couple of young ca- 


valiers, and, though the glance was but a 


tranſient one, ſhe was certain they were ele- 


gant, and promiſed herſelf, from their arri- 
val, ſome adventure worthy of note. The 


Baron alighted from his ſteed, and the 


ſtrangers appeared about to depart, at leaſt 
Maude thought ſo, and her ſpirits ſunk in 
proportion. Then they vill not enter the 
Caſtle! Dear me, how provoking! Surely 
the Baron will not ſuffer the cavaliers to de- 
part without refreſhments, madam?” and ſhe 


turned to addreſs the Baroneſs, but the Ba- 


roneſs 
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roneſs was not there. The idea of a compli- 
ment paid to the Baron by ſome whom ſhe 
imagined to be ſtrangers, not only called for 
her gratitude, but for her thanks, and ſhe 
immediately deſcended into the court, to 
entreat the entrance of the courteous ſtran- 
gers, and pay her compliments in perſon. 


Maude ſincerely wiſhed her * might 
be a ſucceſsful advocate, and her eyes again 
involuntarily were turned to the loop-holes: 
and Editha, aſſured that no danger had be- 
fallen the Baron, was ſtationed by her ſide, 
admiring with equal encomiums the grace- 
ful deportment of the viſitors. They had not 
long indulged their contemplations, before 
they had the ſatisfaction to behold them 
alight from their ſteeds, and follow the Baron 
as he led the Lady Clarendon back into the 
Caſtle, 


Numerous were the conjectures that the 
fair maids formed during the hour they con- 
„ tinued 


4 
— 
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had been miſtaken, as they ſhould, no doubt, 
by this time have heard of f it. 


deſcending to the hall, whither the Baron 


indeed, he knew not, nor could he ſay he 
cared; but, as they ſeemed ſo deeply in- 


tinued at the Caſtle; they had flattered 
themſelves that Walter might be of the 
party, but they were now certain that they 
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In the middle of theſe doubts and fears 
they heard the footſteps of Albert de Clare 
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had ſent to requeſt his company, and in his 
way thither had occaſion to paſs the apart- 
ment they were in, and returned but very 
laconic anſwers to the innumerable inquiries 
with which they were ſeverally pleaſed to 
favour him. As to who the gentlemen were, 


tereſted, he wiſhed the Baron had ſent for 
one of them inſtead; for his part, it would 
have pleaſed him much better to have con- 
tinued reading. All malice !” replied 
Maude; © you know now you would have 
been miſerable if * had, for ſomebody 

might 
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might have looked at either me or Edi- 


tha 22 


„Locked at Editha!” ſaid Albert, with 


emotion. 


cc Aye, why not?” 


« Indeed I know not any reaſon to the 
contrary ; but I muſt go, the Baron will 
think me tedious, fare ye well!“ 


ce Aye, fare wel to you, * diſcon- 
tented animal * 


% Good Maude, who do you ſpeak of?“ 
ſaid Editha.“ Why, of that unaccountable 
being that 1s Juſt departed,” 2 


« What, Albert!” 


« Yes, I verily believe that he thinks be- 
ing in love with one, a ſufficient daun for 
being uncivil to all other women,” 
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« Why, who is he in love with? ſurely 
you cannot be entruſted with what is a ſe- 
cret to all the world, the lady's name, unleſs 
indeed —” and Editha heſitated, attempt- 
ed to go on, heſitated again, and, at laſt, 
made a full ſtop, looking with an inquiring 
ſmile in the face of her ſiſter, 


« Unleſs what?” ſaid Maude, impatient- 
ly, turning her head over her ſhoulder as 
ſhe was quitting the apartment, to reſume 
her ſtation at the loop-hole. 


% Unlefs you are the lady, for otherwiſe 
J think you would not be in the ſecret; 
but if fo, I ſincerely wiſh you joy, for 
happy will be the deſtiny of her, that is the 
choſen favourite of my amiable couſin De 
Clare,” Poor Albert!” faid Maude, and 
me looked more grave than if ſhe had loſt 

her prettieſt necklace; nay, ſhe even neglect- 
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diologues of the time, ſhe was an adept 
and ſhe Was, therefore, for lack of this 


8 
ed to look from rhe caſement, though the 
horſcs n to move in the court. 
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7 Why do you pity bins: Maude? is 
he not Ow 2 


« He never will be happy, if Editha 
can really wiſh him ſo with any but her- 
ſelf.” (The colour roſe on the fair cheek 
of Editha.) „“ You are always talking 
nonſenſe, Maude,” — It will happen fo 


ſometimes, Editha, but as that is likely 
to be an evil hard to cure it is not worth 


attempting, but at preſent I am ſerious,” 
Had Maude been ſo fortunate as to have 
lived in our enlightened days, ſhe might 


have added, 


« How long to be ſo, heaven alone can tell!” 


But Maude did not enjoy the ſupreme 
felicity of quoting tragedy, though, in the 


—— 
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knowledge, obliged to confeſs, in plain 
Engliſh, that he had never told her this 
important piece of intelligence concerning 
the ſtate of his affections, but that ſhe had 
diſcovered it long ſince from his actions, 
and daily obſervation continued to confirm 
the idea. And, I profeſs,” added ſhe, 
« J ſee no harm in his loving you, Editha, 
though, to be ſure, it is an ill compliment 
to my attractions; but, even that, by far 
the moſt provoking thing, you know, that 
could have occurred, I would be content 
to overlook, and would be his confidant, 
his advocate, his any thing, on the occa- 
fion, if he would but be honeſt, and not 
vainly attempt to be a keeper of ſecrets, 
for which, with all his philoſophy, he has 
not abilities. But, mercy on us, perhaps 
I am accuſing the poor youth of what he 
does not deſerve, and it may be you that 
play the W—_— * 


Editha 
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Editha proteſted, we do not ſay how 
ſincerely, that ſhe had never entertained 
an idea of his being partial to herſelf or 
her ſiſter; “ For if,“ ſaid ſhe, © he ever 
by chance ſhews any attention to either 
of us, I have often obſerved it was moſt 
frequently to you, Maude,” 

e True, ſo it is, and therefore do I 
think he cares not for me; but I am glad, 
however, to ſee you are piqued by this 
ſuppoſed affront, Albert, if he knew it, 
might be proud of it, but he (the good 
ſaints help him!) is too conſiderate to be 
happy : but reſt aſſured, Editha, it is not | 
me he loves.” 4 
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©, believe, Maude, you could talk [ 
for ever! do you not hear the nagen | 


are departing * 


— 4 
« Well 
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Well never mind them, we ſaw them 
as they entered, and ſhall, moſt likely, 
never ſec them again,” 


ee But we may a as well go to the Caſe. 


ment.“ 


% No, I am ſure Albert will be grieved 
if he ſhould ſee us looking at them.” 


« You had not uſed, Maude, to be ſo 
attentive to his wiſhes,” 


« True, ſiſter, in that particular you 
have hitherto been far before me ; but I ſee 
how things are going, you deſpiſe Albert now 
my brother is returning home, and intend 
to make conqueſts by the ſcore amongſt 
his gay companions: but be adviſed, Edi- 
tha, leave thoſe thoughtleſs knights to me, 
and be content with Albert,” 


* Prithee, 
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ee Prithee, Maude, come along, they 
will be gone.“ 


_ & Alas! poor De Clare, ſhe loves thee 
not, or ſhe would not be fo deſirous of 
contemplating theſe unknown youths,” 


The ſiſters had, indeed, for once in their 
lives, changed characters; for Editha almoſt 
flew to the caſement, while Maude, who 
was always in haſte, walked lowly after 
her, pitying her gentle couſin: for though 
they often wrangled, ſhe moſt ſincerely, 
as a friend, loved Albert, and had long 
ſince obſerved the attachment that he had 
W borne to her ſiſter, even from their child. 
: hood, She too plainly perceived, by the 
Windifference of Editha, the pain that he 
vas doomed to feel on that account, and 
the thought deprived her not only of her 
wonted gaiety but her ſtill dearer curioſity; 
and, fo little ſpeed did ſhe make to the 
calement, 
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caſement, that the cavaliers were out «f ; 
ſight, and Editha returning, before ſhe had Ml 
reached the end of the matted gallery. 


They were ſoon after ſent for to jon 
the family in the drawing-room, and ſound 
that it was their neighbours, the young 
Sir Raymond Fitz-Alvin and his broth: 
Edgar, who had eſcorted Lord ClarendonM 
to the Caſtle, N N. 


The Baron, at the requeſt of his family, M 
| proceeded to give an account of thei 
meeting; for they had, in their infancy, : 

been the companions of his children and 

of Albert De Clare, who might, indecdjſ 
almoſt have been reckoned one of them 

and they were deſirous of being made ac · 

quainted with all that concerned them. a 


After his departure from the Caſtle if 
the morning, he rode forward upward 
of four miles before he gained the mail 

ey road 


OF cLARENDONW. Of 


W 02d, and employed his thoughts in en- 
; deavouring to recollect ſuch of his acquaint- 
; ance, as from the connections of their 
4 young kinſmen with Walter, might be the 
W :noſt likely to give him ſome information 
WF :clative to his abſence, which the Baron 
1 was now very doubtful as to what cauſe it 
I could be attributed, when chance threw 
: in his way that which he leaſt expect- 
= cd. 


At a ſhort diſtance before him, he be- 
held the white towers of Fitz-Alvin-Caſtle 
; riſing in majeſtic grandeur above the woods 
Jof lofty elms that lay between the man- 
; ſion and the road, and it ſtruck him that 
here he might poſſibly obtain the infor- 
mation he ſo much deſired. 


The chearful ms enlivening rays of the 
morning ſun beamed brightly on the ſpires, 
and reminded the Baron of the many 

W happy days he had ſpent beneath the roof 
of 
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of its late amiable poſſeſſor; but the reflec. 
tion was painful, for his friend was “in the 
narrow houſe,” and the days of happineſs 
were no more in the hall of the illuſtrious 
Fitz-Alvin. The Baron dropt the reins 
of his ſteed, and, entering a well-known 
path, now almoſt overgrown with moß 
and weeds, ſlowly purſued his way to the 
Caltle-gate, 


Sir Douglas, the late poſſeſſor of Vitz- 
Alvin-Caſtle, had been the intimate com- 
panion of Lord Clarendon in his youth, nor 
had many of his maturer years been palt 
In abſence from the approved friend of his 
heart. Sir Douglas had married a lady 
who was the relation and juvenal compa- 
nion of the Baroneſs ; and, as their eſtates 
were ſo near, the families had, from being 
the companions of each other's idle hours 
in their youth, become the admirers of 
each. other's virtues, and had, for many 
+. years, been almoſt inſeparable. 


2 
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The loſs of theſe truly amiable and be- 
loved companions had occaſioned much 


Sir Douglas had died ſuddenly about four 


Lady Eleanor Fitz-Alvin, who had, for ſome 
time, been in a very conſumptive habit, 
that, in leſs than a twelvemonth, ſhe fol- 
lowed, to the tomb of her anceſtors, a 
huſband whole lols ſhe had never ceaſed, 
even for a moment, to lament, till ſhe 


F 


6 was ſenſible that her own diſſolution was 
, incvitable ; and ſhe then ſincerely returned 
y her grateſul thanks to heaven that had 
. {WO pared him the affliction of mourning for 
f7 the loſs of what had ever conſtituted by far 
« the greateſt ſhare of his felicity. 

4 They left two ſons, their only children, 


Sir Raymond, then about the age of eigh- 
teen, and Edgar, one year younger, and 


affliction to the Lord and Lady Clarendon. 


years before this period, and his death had 
given ſo ſevere a ſhock to the health of 


1 
| 
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had Sir Douglas Fitz-Alvin purſued the 
bent of his own judgement, there was 16 
man to whoſe care he would fo willingly 
have confided them as to the Lord Ch. 
rendon's. But Sir Douglas, like other 
people, had ſome hobby-horſes, and one ; 
of them was, that relations ſhould always, iſ 
as much as poſſible, cultivate the good 
wiſhes and opinions of each other. The 
idea is certainly by no means ſingular, 
and it might, or it might not, be very iſ 
proper in thoſe days, at leaſt in the coun- 
try, but in our poliſhed regions we kno» o, 
better. | 


In purſuance of this ſyſtem, Sir Dou. 
glas, though he knew and acknowledge 
the Baron to be more worthy, had «Wm: 
_ truſted his ſons and their future welfare pre 
the protection of Gilbert De Humphrevill, Wy 

the huſband of his ſiſter Jaquiline, Their 
fortunes were, indeed, as ſafe as the) ade 
4 be wiſhed, but the happineſs of 1M. 


ſons 


* I 
„ 
| ** 
* 95 \ * 


or CLARENDON, 95 


ſons, during the period of their minority, 
W appeared truly precarious, 


= The pride of their uncle was inſupport- 
able, and the ſpirits of the young men 
W but little brooked the daily affronts they 
received from its effects. The firſt exer- 
W tion of his power was to command their 
W attendance at his manſion, where he re- 
W ccived them in his hall of audience with 
WT all neceſſary dignity ; not that Gilbert De 


. . Humphre ville conſulted either their honour 


W or their feelings on the occaſion, but his 
rank was not to be debaſed by condeſcend- 
Ing to relations, 


After a very ceremonious reception, and 
much pains very ineffectually taken to im- 
Wpreſs them with a very high idea of the 
favour he conferred, he told them that 
he ſhould, in future, expect them to re- 
ſide with him, alleging, as a reaſon, that 
he did not chooſe to have the care of difſi- 

pated 
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able, and the ſpirits of the young men 
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received from its effects, The firſt exer- 
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pated young mei to anſwer for, unlcl; 
they were trained beneath his eye: and, 
in conſideration of their being his wards, 
they ſhould be welcome to Bently-Abbey 
as long as they remained ſenſible of the 
diſtance between himſelf and them, and did 
not aſpire to either of his daughters, on 
whoſe account he was not indeed abſolutely 
certain that he acted prudently in admit- 
ing them at all; however he would do it 
if they would give, and faithfully obſerve, 
the promiſe he required, 


So unpromiſing a reception could not 
fail to make the moſt unfavourable impreſ- 
ſion on the minds of two young men, who 
had ever experienced the kindeſt treatment 
from their parents and moſt willing obe- 
dience from their domeſtics. In their new 
eſtabliſhment, they were to be allowed but 
four between them, though in their father's 
hopſe their appointments were never leſs 
than 12 


Raymond 
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Raymond at laſt ventured to aſk his uncle, 
if ſo many of his domeſtics were to be 
put from about his perſon, what he had 


determined to do with them? and was in- 


formed that they would be diſcharged, The 
pride, as well as the humanity, of the 
youths was alarmed, Their vaſſals had 
molt of them ſerved their father from his 
infancy, and many of the younger ones 


had been his followers from their birth, 
and it was not, they were certain, his 


intention that they ſhould be forced in 
their old age to get their precarious bread 
in a world to which they were almoſt ſtran- 
gers. * 


The ſuddenneſs of his death had leſt his 
will imperfect, or they would all, no doubt, 
have been provided for; and it had for ſuch 
a length of years been the eſtabliſhed cuſ- 
tom of the land for the ſons to retain the 
followers of their anceſtors, that the deter- 
So I = mination 
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mination of their uncle could be regard- 
ed in no other light, than a deſire of 
convincing the young men of their depen- 
PRIOR. 


He had affected too to deſpiſe an al- 
liance with their houſe, and the offence. 
was little leſs than if he had really done 
ſo; but the young Sir Raymond eaſily 
diſcerned that it was the addreſſes of the 
younger brother only that were intended to 
be prohibited; his own he knew would 
be very far from meeting with an ill re- 
ception. And this remark, though he did 
not communicate it, determined him ſpee- 
dily to adopt ſome plan for the immediate 
removal of his brother and himſelf, and, 
recollecting the friendſhip that had ever 
ſubſiſted between his father and the Lord 
Clarendon, he determined to ſolicit for 
his advice, and be * by that, and 
that alone. 


The 
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Ihe Baron was then on the eve of ſend- 

ing Walter to Lord Shrewſbury's, and told 
him, that, as he intended to follow the 
profeſſion of arms, he thought there could 
not poſſibly be a better reaſon aſſigned to 
his uncle for leaving him, and that he 
would undertake to procure his welcome 
reception at the Earl's, who would want 
no other inducement than the pleaſure of 
receiving the ſons of Sir Douglas Fitz- 
Alvin. He alſo adviſed Sir Raymond to 
requeſt of his uncle an allowance ſuitable 
to the rank of himſelf and brother, and, with 
regard to the vaſſals of his late friend, he 
would, with his permiſſion, advance the ne- 
ceſſary ſums for their maintenance, until the 
period of his minority ſhould be elapſed, 


Pleaſed, by any means, to be freed 
from the power of one whom they had 
ſo much reaſon to diſlike, they accepted, 


with many acknowledgements, the kigd- 
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neſs of the Baron. But it was not without 


ſome difficulty they obtained the approba- 
tion of. Gilbert De Humphreville to this 
arrangement, who really wiſhed for the 
company of Sir Raymond at the Abbey, 


| becauſe he would have been a deſirable 


match, if he had propoſed for one of his 
family ; but he could not be detained with- 


out his brother, and his ſociety was not 


_ defirable, 


In the firſt place, Edgar was very 
thoughtleſs and was very handſome, and, 
worſe than all the reſt, he had no fortune 
but ſuch as he was to acquire by the ſword, 
and Gilbert De Humphreville well knew 
that merit then, as now, was not always 
the beſt recommendation, With many at- 
tractions and a heedleſs heart, who knew 
but Edgar might forget he was depen- 


dant, and who could anſwer but that ſome 
of the females of his family might forget 
16a. - 


All 
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All theſe circumſtances conſidered, ren- 
dered him a dangerous enemy, but he 
had made the offer before theſe important 
reflexions preſented themſelves; and, as 
he could not prevail on Sir Raymond to 


let his brother depart without him, he 


made a merit of complying with what 
he wiſhed to be ſolicited to grant, The 
young Fitz-Alvins left the Abbey in leſs 
than a fortnight, and returned to their mo- 


ther at Fitz-Alvin-Caſtle, where they re- 
ſided for a few weeks, till they were ready 


to accompany Walter into Cornwall; but 
Raymond was ſoon after obliged, by ill 
health, to viſit France, and was abſent a- 
bove a twelvemonth. 10 
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AFTER riding near an hour through 
| the woods, the Baron arrived in ſight 
of the Caſtle-gates; and here he began to 
heſitate: © For what purpoſe,” ſaid he, 
* ſhould I waſte my time in uſeleſs inquiries 
here; ſurely the pleaſures that could ſeduce 
my ſon from his purpoſe of viſiting a home 
he has not entered theſe three years, may 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed to ſeduce the young 
Fitz-Alvins alſo. They have not, alas! the 
inducements to return that he has. They are 
not here. I will purſue my journey.” 

5 Juſt 
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Juſt as he pronounced the ſentence, he was 
about to turn his ſteed another way, but the 
natural deſire of contemplating a place one 
has long been uſed to, determined the Baron 
to take one look at the Caſtle, and inquire 
of the domeſtics when they had laſt had 
tidings of their Lord, 


As he approached the gate, he heard the 
trampling of horſes in the court : the ſound 
brought to his memory the days when he 
had often left the Caſtle, with Sir Douglas, 
to follow the diverſions of the chaſe, 
when, ſurrounded by their numerous vaſials, 
they ſallied forth the guardians of their 

country, in the hour of danger, 


Lord Clarendon was not a little ſurprized 
to find the court crowded with horſemen, 
when he had expected to find no one there, 
and haſtily inquired if Sir Raymond was at 
the Caſtle : but Raymond heard the voice 

F 4 of 
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of the 3 and ere the ſervants could ; an- 
ſwer him was in his arms. “ My honoured 
Lord, I bluſh to think of my own negli- 
gence, that has permitted you to be the firſt 
to ſeek this meeting; believe me, it was 
not till late yeſterday evening that I arrived, 
and nothing but the fatigue of my brother 
could have prevented my having ere this 

enjoyed the honour of attending you.” | 


« My worthy young friend,” replied the 
Baron, © there can be no occaſion for this a- 
pology, I came not, Raymond, to ſeek you, 
though, truſt me, I rejoice that we are met; 
did not indeed think you were here. But I 
long to ſee Edgar, where is he? if he conti- 
nues to be like yourſelf, I fear ye will not 
eaſily be equalled, 8 


My Lord, if you can truſt a partial 
ſpeaker, you will find him worthy even of 
your commendations,” 


% 
. 


C J 
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« ] doubt it not, Raymond; and I will 
endeavour to hope I ſhall find another as 
amiable; but of that I doubt,” The Baron 
ſighed; and, taking the arm of his young 
friend, they walked towards the Caſtle in 


ſearch of Edgar. 


Sir me underſtood not the meaning 
of the Baron's words, but he too clearly 
comprehended that he was not happy, but 
reſpect compelled him to forbear inquiring. 
The difference in the conduct of theſe 
young men, to that which he had met with 
from his ſon, was too apparent not to affect 
the Baron ſenſibly; for he found by Sir 
Raymond, who moſt unwillingly revealed 
the ſtory, that his ſon was gone on a trip 
to Calais, with no other motive than to 
meet the King, who was returning into 
England. To meet the King!“ ex- 
claimed the Baron. My God! can Walter 
dare to appear in his preſence ; can he be 
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ſo forgetful of glory! What reception can 
he poſſibly expect to meet with from King 
Henry, ſurrounded as he is by all the gallant 
gentlemen of the kingdom? what muſt he 
think of a young man who declined going 
with him to the wars, and who now, like 
one that fears to encounter the dangers of a 
battle, pays him the empty compliment of 
waiting on him, when his ſervices are uſe- 
leſs, for the ſake of partaking in the re- 
joicings, for a victory that he had no ſhare 
in gaining? The noble Henry will deſpiſe 
my ſon, and the name of Clarendon be 
branded with cowardice !”? 


Raymond endeavoured to palhate the con- 
du& of his friend Walter; but, alas! the 
more the Baron heard, the leſs reaſon did 
he feel to be content with him: politeneſs, 
however, required that he ſhould not damp 
the felicity of his hoſt by his own diſappointed 
expectations, and the day was paſt very hap- 
pily on both ſides. The young men had 
numerous 
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numerous inquiries to make concerning 


their old companions, and the Baron of the 
welfare of his good friend and kinſman of 
Shrewſbury; and the ſmile of contentment 


beamed again on his features, except when 
the ingratitude of his ſon roft to his remem- 


brance: but the cloud was momentary, and 


ſoon yielded to the deſire of making others 
happy. And, as it was now totally unneceſ- 
ſary to purſue his journey farther, he conſent- 
ed, at the earneſt entreaties of the brothers, 
to be their gueſt, at leaſt till he had dined ; 
but longer than that he could not be prevailed 


on to ſtay. 


When the repaſt was ended, Lord Cla- 


rendon aroſe to depart, for he felt for 
the anxiety of the Baroneſs, and wiſhed to 
relieve it; but, alas! he knew not how, 
What could he ſay? it was true her ſon was 
well, but his want of affection to her diſtreſſed 
him more than his inattention to himſelf. 
Sir Raymond and his brother both unani- 

6 mouſly 
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mouſly declared their intention of accompa- 
nying him home, and the Baron made no 
objection ; for their conduct had endeared 
them to him as ſons. and he knew the 

Baroneſs would look on them as he did, 
Their retinue had been ordered in the morn- 
ing to follow them to Clarendon-Caſtle, 


where they were both impatient to pay 


their reſpects, and they now attended the 
Baron back to his Caſtle, | 


Tranquility was now in ſome meaſure re- 
ſtored in the family. No one could form 
any reaſonable conjectures when to expect 


Walter, and the Baron gave orders that no 


one ſhould keep the watch but the accuſ- 
tomed guards. Albert de Clare continued 


at Clarendon; but, alas! his happineſs was 
not deſtined to experience any great degree 


of increaſe. The manners of Editha ſhew-_ 


ed no apparent alteration towards him, in 


conſequence of Maud's diſcovery, though 


it was certain ſhe could not obſerve any 


thing 
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thing in * conduct but what muſt rather 
contribute to enforce her belief of the aſ- 
ſertion than to contradict it, and not a little 
was ſhe puzzled to account for the extraor- 
dinary pains he always took to conceal a 
paſſion, which perhaps a little vanity, 
excuſable in a young and beautiful wo- 
man of unblemiſhed family and fortune, 
every way ſuitable, whiſpered her he had 
no cauſe to be aſhamed of. 

But a ſhort period put an end to all her 
conjectures on this ſubject. When Sir Ar- 
thur and Lady De Clare arrived at Claren- 
don, to keep the Chriſtmas with their ſiſter 
the Baroneſs, one evening after having dined 
together, Lord Clarendon, accompanied by 
Albert, propoſed to ſhew Sir Arthur ſome 
improvements which had been on the eſtate 
ſince his laſt viſit to the Caſtle. 


The party was very readily agreed to, 
and the gentlemen departed, The Baroneſs 
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and the ladies retired into the weſt fide 
of the Caſtle, from whence they could com- 
mand a diſtant view of the country around 
them, and obſerve, for ſome diſtance, the 
ramblers who had juſt departed. Maude 
and her ſiſter produced their netting, and 
the Baroneſs and Lady De Clare diſcourſed 
of times long paſt, yet not embittered by 
one reflection that could make either wiſh 


one hour forgotten. 0 


In the midſt of this diſcourſe, unfortu- 
nately, Maude, whoſe eyes were often prone 
to wander, raiſed them from her work, 
and the firſt thing they fixed on was Al- 
dert, who had left his companions, and 
was leaning againſt one of the trees that 
ſtood before the windows, ſo loſt in thought 
that he apparently knew not where he 
was. © Heavens !” exclaimed Maude, 
&« what can have cauſed that dejection! in the 
countenance of Albert; 1 will go to him: 
will you. dome, Editha?“ and, without 
waiting ; 
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waiting for her, was inſtantly on her way 
to him, while Editha followed as faſt as 
ſhe could; for, though ſhe loved not Al- 
bert, ſhe never failed to do any thing that 
might contribute to his happineſs, and would 
moſt ,probably have returned his paſſion, 
bur for the extraordinary pains he took to 
conceal it from her knowledge. 


The exclamation of Maude had inter- 
rupted a very intereſting converſation of paſt 
times, in which the Baroneſs and Lady De 
Clare were indulging themſelves, and drawn 
them from the ſide of a comfortable fire 
to obſerve Albert from the window; where 
they had not long remained ere they be- 
held the fair ſiſters tripping with haſty ſteps 
acroſs the ſnow to join their couſin, who, 
rouſed by their appearance, quitted his at- 
titude, and haſtened to meet them. 


A faint ſmile of pleaſure gleamed over 
his penſive countenance as he gently drew 
their 
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their hands under his arms; and, as he 


walked between them into one of the ad- 


Joining woods in ſearch of their fathers, 


ſeemed, for the preſent moment, at leaſt, 
to have baniſhed ſorrow from his drooping 
heart. © Alas, poor Albert!” exclaimed 
his mother, as ſhe beheld the laſt glimpſe 
of them waving through the trees: © alas! 
too well can I now divine the cauſe of thy 


unhappineſs.” The ladies turned from the 
window, and reſumed their ſeats but not 


their ſtory. 


Intereſting as it muſt be to friends, who 
meet but ſeldom, to hear and to relate the 


tranſactions that have occurred in the con- 


nexions of each in the perhaps long abſence 


of the other, and ſurely few ſituations can 


intereſt the heart more, yet now it was 


the caſe. The tale remained unfiniſhed, 
nor did either wiſh to reſume it: the 


heart of Lady De Clare felt much, nor 


had ſhe a face that N conceal its emo- 


tion, 


W. 
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tion,” or a Wiſh to do ſo, had it been in 
her power, 


a 


She at laſt. broke ſilence. © I feel, my 
good friend,” ſaid ſhe, © that I am, at 
this moment, very rude to you. I am 
obtruding my grief on one to whom I never 
wiſh to communicate any thing but plea- 
ſure, but I alſo know your friendſhip” will 
excuſe me. That unfortunate young man, 
my ſon, will, I foreſee, be the cauſe of 
much unhappineſs ; and, alas! I fear not 
only my own, but my friends' family will 
be rendered miſerable by his means.” 


Lady Clarendon profeſſed herſelf totally 
at a loſs to comprehend her meaning, and 
aſſured her, which was true, that Albert, 
ſo far from diſturbing, always brought plea- 
ſure to her family whenever he favoured 
the Caſtle with his preſence, Yet, if it 
were not intruſive, ſhe wiſhed to be made 
Oe acquainted 


1 
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acquainted with 4 meaning of _ De 
_ Clare's words. 


« Alas!” faid ſhe, © to tell the mean- 
ing, I muſt intreat your attention to what! 


fear you will think a tedious ſtory, But the 


unhappineſs of Albert reſults from an at- 
tachment which I plainly perceive he has 
to one of your daughters, and which, if 
not conquered, will be the cauſe of un- 
ceaſing ſorrow to him. I have long ful. 
pected his frequent viſits ro the Caſtle had 
ſome more immediate object in view than 


the mere pleaſure of being in the country, 


and my obſervations fince my reſidence 
here have confirmed the idea; yet I will 
flatter myſelf his love is not returned, for, 
if it 1s, the lady, which ever he is attached 
to, muſt be miſerable. s 


6 * before ed chat if Lady 
enden had a fault it was family - pride, 


and her countenance plainly indicated her 


diſpleaſure 


8 
„ 
. 
4% 2 
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a on the preſent occaſion. Lady 
De Clare perceived it, and haſtened to ex- 


plain herſelf, < I mean not, Lady Cla- 
rendon, the ſlighteſt affront to my neices, 
they. are both amiable as it is poſſible to 


be, and nothing would have made me hap- 


pier than to have ſeen one of them the 
wife of Albert, But ] have wandered from 


my purpoſe. 


« About ſix years ſince, Sir Arthur De | 


Clare became, by the deceaſe of his friend 
Lord Marly, the guardian of his daugh- 


er: he had often expreſſed a with that our 


families might one day be united, and 
made it his dying requeſt that Sir Arthur 
would do every thing in his power to ac- 
compliſh it. His daughter gave her pro- 
miſe to be Albert's if he approved or ſo- 
licited her hand. But as her father ſuſ- 
pected: ſhe had formed an attachment in- 
hnitely beneath her, he a little doubted the 
TP of her intentions; and, when Sir 

| Arthur 
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Arthur examined the will of his departed 


friend, he found that one entire half of her 


fortune was ſettled on her if ſhe married 


Albert, and the other half on him. If ſhe 
refuſed him, ſhe was to enjoy but a ſmall 
ſum yearly, and the reſt to devolve on 
Sir Arthur. 
and, in his opinion, fo unjuſt a decree, 
nothing would have prevailed on him 
to have accepted the charge of Lady 
Blanche, but he was now engaged in 
the undertaking, and determined to go 
through with it with all the delicacy | it re- 
quired, | 


In purſuance of this intention, he 
began by inquiring into the character of 
the youth ſhe was ſuppoſed to have be- 
ſtowed her affections on; determining, if 
be proved worthy of her, to permit the 
marriage to take place: and, as fo large 
a ſhare of her property would, by this 
als become his own, he propoſed im- 

- | mediatciy 


Had he ſuſpected fo ſevere, 


— — 


— 
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her huſband. Far, however, from an- 
ſwering his expectation were the accounts 
he received: it appeared, that, ſo far from 


being worthy the. propoſed alliance, he 


was a perſon of not only obſcure birth, 
but undeſerving character. He had paid 
his addreſſes to Lady Blanche becauſe ſhe 
was an heireſs, and was much ſuſpected to 
be previouſly married. 


« Lady Blanche was eaſily conſoled for 
his loſs, but carefully avoided giving her 
determination concerning Albert, who was 
then abroad, It was eaſy to perceive the 
reaſon of her heſitation, for his elder 
brother Arthur was then living, and her 
pride diſdained the ſecond place in the fa- 
mily. Too ſoon, however, was this obſ- 
acle removed, and, on the death of my 
beloved boy, Sir Arthur {ent for Albert 
home. =] 


« He- 


mediately to ſettle 1t jointly on herſelf and 
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ce He was now no longer looked on with 


diſapprobation, and, as ſoon as the mour- 
ning was over, Albert was commanded by 
his father to addreſs the Lady Blanche, 
for he ſaw not the alteration of her beha- 
viour; and, having promiſed Lord Marly 
to promote this union, unhappily deter- 
mined to adhere more punctually to it 
than will, I fear, be compatible with the 
wiſhes of my ſon. 


Albert requeſted time to conſider of 
it: he had not, he profeſſed, ſeen any 
lady whom he had abſolutely fixed his 
affections on, but he had ſeen many whom 
he infinitely preferred to Lady Blanche: 
time, however, might teach him to think 
more favourably of her, and he thought, 
* with the in C ifference he at preſent felt, 
it was an injury to the lady as well as to his 
| own honour to make profeſſions. his heart 
was a ſtranger to. With this requeſt Sir 

Arthur 


8 


or CLARENDON. 1 


Arthur complied ; bur, at the ſame time, 
gave him clearly to underſtand that his 
conſent would never accompany any other 


marriage. 


« Albert ſoon after left home on a vi- 
fit to you: it was nearly half a year be- 
fore he returned to us, and I ſoon obſerved 
Lady Blanche was more diſagreeable to him 
than ever. Sir Arthur did not propoſe ſpeak- 
ing to him at that time; and, as ſhe had 
no favoured admirer, he thought he did her 
vo injuſtice in delaying the declaration of 
his fon. Soon after he returned again to 
is Clarendon-Caſtle, and I ſaw, with pain, that 
m bis indifference to Lady Blanche aroſe from 
: ſome previous attachment. It was impoſſi- 
* ble for us to ſurmiſe to whom he had de- 
at, voted his affections, for he never talked 
It penny of any one, 
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perceived not half che reluftance of his 
ſon ; and, without inquiring into his ſenti- 
ments, propoſed him as a huſband to the La- 
dy Blanche Marly. He was now no longer 
a younger brother, and ſhe gave him no 
reaſon to fear a rejection of his ſuit. He 
then informed Albert, and wiſhed him hap- 
'Þy, telling him that propriety required 
there ſhould be no der on his ſide in 
waiting on the lad. 


« Albert, diſtreſſed beyond utterance, 
at length aſſumed courage to tell his fa- 
ther, what he ſhould long ſince have in- 
formed him of, which was, that his heart 
was long ago given to another, and who 
that was, no power on earth ſhould wiring 
from him, unleſs he was releaſed from the 
engagements into which Sir Arthur had 
too precipitately entered; and concluded 
with requeſting permiſſion to make a Jour- 
wy into the country. 


cc After 


cr 
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ce After a long conteſt with himſelf, Sir 
Arthur conſented upon receiving from Al- 


bert a ſolemn promiſe to enter into no 
clandeſtine engage ments, and undertook, for 


the preſent, to make his excuſes to Lady 


Blanche. The truth is, there has been 


faults on both ſides. Albert had faid, and, 


[ believe, had faid truly, that he had no 
attachment on his return from abroad. Sir 


Arthur imagined that a perſon, who had 


no particular engagement, could have no 


very great diſlike to a lady who poſſeſt 


the ſhare of beauty which Heaven had be- 
ſtowed on Blanche: he thinks her amiable 
too; but in that, 1 fear, he will be much 
miſtaken. 


cc It never occurred to Sir Arthur that 


Albert had formed any attachment ſince 
his return, and he imagined that any little 


obſtinacy he might at preſent ſnew, would 


be laid aſide, when he was informed that 
| Vor. I. | G | propoſals 
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propoſals had been made, and not unfavour- 
ably received. 


cc Great was his perplexity on Albert's 

avowing his love to another; he was angry, 
in appearance, with Albert, and really fo 
with himſelf. Had he been more clearly 
informed of Albert's reaſon for declining 
ſo honourable an alliance, he would have 
been the laſt to have forced his inclination ; 
but Sir Arthur had never been informed 
of his engagements, and had no reaſon to 
believe he was ſo; and he felt himſelf 
ſtrongly intereſted to keep the promiſe he 
had made to promote the marriage. In 
truth, he had been deceived, and knew 
not, though willing, how to extricate ns 


parties. 


8 l rejoiced when Albert departed, and 
I doubted not but all would go well, for 
I ſuppoſed the lady would think . herſelf 
_—_— and releaſe Sir Arthur from an 


engagement 
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engagement he could not, without exert- 
ing an unjuſt authority, fulfil, I was in 
this idea, however, much deceived. Lady 
Blanche, I believe, was in love with Al- 
bert's oppoſition: © She would certainly, 
if Sir Arthur wiſhed it, releaſe him from 
his engagements ; but, alas! there was no 
need of that, her death too ſoon would 
give Albert the liberty he wiſhed for. Too 
ſoon! did ſhe ſay: ah! no: tedious muſt 
be the hours, however few, ſince Albert 
loved another !! She then judiciouſly re- 
collected Sir Arthur was preſent, and de. 
licacy coming to her aſſiſtance, ſhe was ſo 
ſnocked at having owned her unrequited 
partiality, that ſhe had not time to reach 
the door-ere ſhe fainted. F 


« Sir Arthur called her attendants, and 
returned home; when, much to my diſ- 
appointment, I found ſhe had ſo wrought 
on his feelings, that he was determined 
1 e ſhould take place at all 
G 2 events. 


events. And Lady Blanche has taken it 
in her head to be ſo much in love with 
Albert, that I much fear, in pity to the 
child of his friend, Sir Arthur will facrifice 
the FE of our own. 


Co It was his determination, on coming 
| Here, to lay his commands on Albert to 
Prepare to return home with us, and im- 
mediately to eſpouſe the Lady Blanche 
Marly. My ſon's reflections juſt now a- 
roſe, I doubt not, from having received 
che unwelcome intelligence, and the plea- 
ſure he evidently takes in the company 
of your amiable daughters, convinces me 
his attachment is to one of them, and will 
never yield to * attractions of Lady 
uche. | 


« '] own 1 do not love her, yet I am 
not fo prejudiced but I will acknowledge 
ſhe is their equal in beauty, nor do they 
In — 85 her * in accompliſhments or 

| 5 3 
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— of manners, but we muſt look 
no farther: the heart of Lady Blanche is 
volatile; but it is not like Maude's: ſhe 
is lively becauſe ſhe is guileleſs, but Lady 
Blanche, under the appearance of thought- 
leſſneſs, is capable of the moſt complicated 
deſigns: and much do 1 imagine her 
violent attachment to Albert does but con- 
ceal ſome ſecret deſign which it 1s intended 
to promote the more ſecurely. She has, 
| however, art ſufficient to deceive Sir Ar- 
thur; but if ſhe will but throw off the 
diſguiſe 1 ſuſpect her of; before my ſon is 
rendered unhappy, I can _ _ 
her? 


Lady Clarendon. aſſured her ſiſter, Al- 
bert had never intimated the ſlighteſt re- 
gard beyond that of a relation to either of 

his couſins, She acknowledged ſhe had 
wiſhed to ſee him united to one of them, 
but his very marked indifference, while it 
bad * them to ſuſpect his attachment, 
3: >; had 
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had alſo cauſed them to feel as an affront 


the pains he took to conceal it. There was 
now no longer a myſtery in his conduct, and 
the could only agree with Lady De Clare, 


that the moſt likely method to preſerve all 
parties from additional uneaſineſs, was to 
keep: Albert, as much as poſſible, from 


3 | 


'T het ou * returned, and, after the 


refreſhments of the evening, aſſembled in 
the great hall, where the coldneſs of the 
weather was ſoon forgot as they followed, 
with ſprightly ſteps, the enlivening notes 

olf the harp. | 2 


Thus did a week elapſe in the moſt per- 
fect hoſpitality. Albert forgot how ſoon 
he muſt depart; for, while he took Editha's 
willing hand, and, unobſerved, could en- 
tertain her without embarraſſment on either 


ſide, he experienced all the happineſs the 
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world could beſtow, and forgot it was not 
to laſt. | 


It was now almoſt two months ſince 


Walter was expected to have returned 
home; but, as they had heard nothing 
ſince his departure for Calais, they had 
ceaſed to look for him: when the a- 
ron, one morning, received a meſſage, 
intimating that he would be at the Caf- 
tle the next day, apologizing for bis 


abrupt departure from England, and con- 
cluding by particularly entreating his fa- 


ther to uſe his intereſt with Lady Cla- 


rendon to pardon the unintentional affront 


he had xr her. 


Walter knew che diſpoſition of che Ba- 
ron, and he knew that a ſlight to his Lady 
never failed to excite his moſt extreme diſ- 
pleaſure. Had he ſtudied for ever he 
could not have ſucceeded better in ma- 
* a friend of the Baron, than in deſring 
G 4 7. 
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him to intercede for him with the Ba- 
roneſs. He, who had before been too 
highly offended even to mention Walter, 
now inſtantly ſought the Baroneſs to in- 
treat ſhe would receive him kindly, and 
give orders for every preparation to be 
made for his reception. 


The Lady Clarendon forgot her ſons ill 
conduct on his approach; for, till he left her 
three years ſince, the manners and cha- 
racter of Walter had been irreproachable ; 
and, ſhe flattered herſelf, that, notwith- 
ſanding his late behaviour, ſhe ſhould yet 
find him the ſame ſhe always hoped he 
would be. Alas! in vain did ſhe flatter 


herſelf; the heart- of Walter was become Ty 


* corrupted ; but, happily for. the Baroneſs, 
maternal fondneſs rendered her unconſcious 
of the many failings which ſoon be- 


came but too conſpicuous to all. around 
her, | | 


Maude 
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Maude talked and thought of nothing 
but the gay Cavaliers who were expected 
to accompany her brother, nor did the 
more even diſpoſition of her ſiſter fail, on 


this occaſion, to exert itſelf in the recollec- 


tion of their dreſſes on the ne day. 


The RP on hour at length ar- 
rived, and the fond parents welcomed their 


ſon to their home without one. look or 


reflection that could poſſibly have called 
a bluſh into the cheeks of Walter; who, 
after introducing ſome friends who accom- 
panied him, earneſtly requeſted to fee his 
liſters, 


It had never been the cuſtom of the 


| Baroneſs, or, indeed, of the times, to ſuf- 
fer ſingle ladies to appear much in com- 
pany; they led a ſecluded life, and ſel- 
dom did the females of a family, even 
the lady herſelf, appear in the company 
- 9 of 


— 
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of men, except relations ; but the entrea- 


ties of Walter were not to be withſtood, 


and the Baroneſs diſpatched an attendant 
to inform her daughters that ſhe deſired 
ther. to attend her 1 in the Py: 


Sas had ** this the wel- 
come ſummons, for each longed to behold 
her darling brother; but to encounter the 

eyes of ſo many ſtrangers was a taſk to 

which even the ſpirits of Maude were un- 
equal; and they were as far from obeying 
the commands of their mother when they 
received a ſecond meſſage, as when they 
were firſt informed of her deſire, _ 


It was now impoſſible to delay, and 
Maude, ſummoning all her reſolution to 
her aid, led the way, followed by the 
light ſteps of her timid filter. As they 
entered the gallery, they were received by 
the Baroneſs, at whoſe ſide ſat Walter; 


5 de embraced his ſiſters wich affection, and 


n We 
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preſented them, with exultation, to his 
companions. 


It is difficult to expreſs the admiration 
they excited in the circle of admiring. 
youths who ſurrounded them. Beauty had 
to each been laviſh of her choiceſt pifts, 
but ſo differently had ſhe beſtowed them, 
that ſeldom did the charms of the one claſh. 


with the other. On this day they both 


appeared to uncommon advantage. They 
poſſeſſed in themſelves a native grace, which 


though totally unaccuſtomed to the gaze of 


' ſtrangers, gave them, in ſpite of their timi- 


dity, an air of elegance which nothing could 


conquer, and which was heightened by 


the bluſh of modeſty which decked their _ 


cheeks, while they beheld the unfeigned 


admiration they excited. 


The habit worn by Editha was truly 
elegant: it conſiſted of a flowing robe of 


violet- coloured velvet fringed with ſilver, | 


= 


86 and 
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and a broad border of rich ſilver flowers; 
her veſt and petticoat were of filver tiſſue 
trimmed with ermine, the ſleeves of her 
robe were looſe, and looped up in the 
front with jewels, and drawn to a point 
below the elbow by a large ſilver taſſel, 
under which ſhe wore a cloſe ſleeve of the 
ſame materials of her veſt; her golden 
hair was ornamented by a ſmall pointed 
cap of black velvet, from the top of which 
hung a veil, cunouſly embroidered by her- 
ſel, that flowed upon the ground; and 
her necklace, earrings, and bracelets, were 
of the fineſt amethyſt, The dreſs of Maude 
differed from her ſiſter's in nothing but 
the colour, which was of a bright ſcarlet, 
ith emeralds Inſtead of b n 


. 


The "TW of De Clare beat kk fear 
when he beheld Editha enter, preſaging the 
conſequence of her attractions: yet, when 
he reflected on the engagements into which 
his father had entered in his name, he 

ſtrove 


* 
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ſtrove to check the intereſt he felt on her 
account, for a fortnight only remained ere 
he was to ſeek the abode of Lady Blanche. 
But it would not be. Still was Albert near 
to the fide of Editha, who, thoughtleſs 
of the poiſon ſhe adminiſtered, continued 


ever affable to Albert. It was true ſhe 


knew he was unhappy, ſhe alſo knew the 
cauſe ; but, while the pleaſure which ſpar- 
kled in his eyes, while ſhe preferred his 
attentions to any other, continued to ap- 
pear at her approach, ſhe had not reſolu- 


tion to deny him a pnvilege which was 


become his from cuſtom. And thus did 
Editha, by the benignity of her diſpoſition, 
render abſolutely miſerable the man, who 


knew he dare not breathe his love, where 
every thing conſpired ro confirm him that 


little more was wanting to ripen eſteem 
into affe&tion. 4. 
3 Such, indeed, was the ſituation of Edi - 


cha's thoughts with regard to Albert. She 
if WW had 
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had long ſuppoſed him in love with her; 


but the apparent ambiguity of his con- 


duct had piqued her pride, and, fince 


ſhe was acquainted with his father's deter- 


mination, had looked on Albert : as the would 


on an a brother. 


A mongſt the numerous viſitors who ſought 
the Caſtle, the young Fitz-Alvins were 
ſome of the firſt. And, as Lord Clarendon 
much eſteemed them, they were frequent 
in their attendance at the Caſtle. Feſti- 
vity ſeemed to have made it her reſidence, 


and ſcarce ever did the night paſs in which 


the hall did not echo to the A * I 
of the minſtrel. 


kt dns time the Baron received an in- 

vitation from Lord Shrewſbury to meet 
him at his Caſtle in Cornwall, where he 
intended giving a tournament in honour of 
King Henry, who was going there to keep 
his court for ſome time, This led the 
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Baron to inquire of Walter how he had 
been received at Calais by his Grace; for 
he had great reaſon to imagine his recep- 
tion had been ſuch as would not fail to 
render his appearance at Lord Shrewſbury's 
highly di ſagreeable to Walter; and he was 
much pleaſed when he underſtood his ſon 
had given up the idea of waiting on the 
King, and had . the time in Lon- 


This trait of humility in Walter proved 


that he was aſhamed to appear before his 


Sovereign, which the Baron was pleaſed 


with. But as it has never been explained 
why his propoſed attendance on the King 


had ſo agitated his father, it may not be 
impròͤper to relate the cauſe. 
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BOUT four years back, when the 


young King Henry was juſt engaged 
in his expedition againſt France, previous to 


his departure, he made, in ſome meaſure, 
the tour of his kingdom; and, paſting near 


the Caſtle of Clarendon in his way to the 
caſtle of a nobleman, where he was to pals 


ſome days, he met, in croſſing the foreſt, 


the Baron of Clarendon. The Baron had 
never loved or followed his father Bolin- 


80895 but had y, in his youth, eſ- 


_ 9 
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pouſed the fortunes, or rather misfortunes, 


The young Henry, however, on being 
informed by his attendants who he was, re- 
ceived hi 1 with cordiality; for it was his 
intereſt, at that time, to ingratiate himſelf 
with all his ſubjects, neither did he, in reality, 
feel any great reſentment to the Baron; for, 
though fully determined to ſupport his dig- 


nity, and guard tenaciouſly the crown his 


father left him, his heart did not fail to tell 
him it had been unjuſtly obtained. 


The Baron too, though he hated the 


father, yet as Richard had left no one nearer 
to him tlian the preſent king, felt no repug- 
nance in acknowledging him as his ſove- 
reign; and, as he was received with every 
mark of diſtinguiſhed approbation, deter- 


mined immediately to wait on his Grace, and 
offer every ſervice in his power on the pre- 


ſent extraordinary occaſion. He according- 


ly 


2 

- 0 os 1 8 _ ms — 8 * * __ __ - * 1 1 — Y * I < * 2 1 ; 

a + — * * * * A - - -. — _ = = = —— N — — — — — 2. ad b — 
* - 5 r — — 8828 8 735 Wits - 
ae as 4 1 2 oy Lhe 4 * * UK A 2 — — * w A 7 7 2 *% + — - pe — WW a * 2 4 1 1 
1 % I 8 2 _ 1 3 > a 42> ME 4 * — — v, bY * _ WEIS <- 2 be - 7 be S * . IF > 5 * 2 * * 
N > 4 2 22 yp 2 ＋ * — * * 9 & 1 1 
1 <4 ww z > a BE 2 9 8 1 3 *# 8 2 — fa: 


ren = b CH bob Ct EY AY. nee eat ISS 


3 


05 1 | en 4 


ag Stu 


* 3 1 


135 THE ANCIENT HOVSE 


ly ſummoned his vaſſals; and, on the 
fourth morning, ſat off, at the head 


of four hundred followers, to wait on the 


Henry received him with the utmoſt affa- 
bility; and, on the Baron's making an offer 


of his followers to attend his Grace abroad, 
he thanked him for his attention to his in- 
tereſt, and received them with every mark 
of approbation. He was the more pleaſed 
with this noble offer, as he well knew the 


ſupport of a man, ſo powerful as the Baron, 
could not fail to draw to his ſtandard many 


who, like him, had hated Bolinbroke. 


The King immediately propoſed to confer 
on young Walter, who. followed his father, 
the honour of knighthood, adding, that he 


doubted not his. brave vaſſals would rather 


follow their their young maſter than * 


Other leader. 


„. 


—— 


The Baron had declined attending the 
King abroad himſelf; for, having ſo many 
years abſented himſelf from the world, he 
had little or no inclination again to enter it, 


when few or none of his old companions 
could be ſuppoſed to remain in the ranks of 
war, and the King's propoſal of knighting 


Walter excited his warmeſt gratitude. 


Walter was much too young to have ex- 
pected ſuch an honour: how great then 
muſt have been his diſappointment on hear- 


ing his ſon decline it. It was totally out of 
his power to conceal his emotions, and vex- 
ation appeared conſpicuous in every feature, 


The King, who obſerved the chagrin he felt, 


endeavoured to remove it by every atten- 
tion he could poſſibly beſtow; and, after a 


long audience, the Baron departed, ſatisfied 
with himſelf, and pleaſed with the King, but 
exceedingly diſtreſſed at the behaviour of his 


degenerate ſon. 


Fo 
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In vain did he reproach him for his con- 


duct, in vain did he endeavour to diſcover 
the motive. of it. Cowardice, the Baron 


thought, had no ſhare in it, for he had often 


heard him expreſs the moſt ardent wiſh to 


follow the profeſſion of arms; indeed, from 


his infancy, his every wiſh had pointed to 
this favourite object of his heart, 


A very ſhort time diſcovered what he had 
taken ſo much pains to conceal ; when one 


day, as the Baroneſs was returning from | 


veſpers at the neighbouring convent, her con- 


feſſor, Father Auſtin, intreated the honour 


of her attention for a few moments to ſome- 
thing of importance he had to impart. The 
Baroneſs immediately complied, and the 
reverend Auſtin conducted her into the par- 
lour of the convent: when he informed her, 
that, about a fortnight before, the wife of a 
principal tenant of the Baron had come to 
the convent to requeſt his permiſſion for 


her 


00 
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her daughter to be received there ; that 
ſhe had permitted the addreſſes of Walter 
Clarendon ; and, on her father forbidding 
her to ſee him, had been prevailed on to 


admit him to her father's houſe in private. 


That her parent, diſcovering - their meet - 
ings, and greatly doubting the intentions 


of Walter, whoſe rank forbade a daughter 


of his to aſpire to an honourable place in 
his affections, had turned her out of doors, 


nor could he be prevailed on to receive 


her home again. 


The good Father ſaid that he willingly 
received her into the convent, and had 
tried every method to appeaſe her father, 


but in vain. Indeed, added he, I fear 1 


thought too well both of Adela and her 


lover; for laſt night ſhe effected her eſcape 


from the convent, and ſuſpicion falls hgavy 
on Walter, as it is believed he muſt have 


aſſiſted, if not accompanied, her. The Fa- 


chers of our houſe will moſt affuredly 


purſue 
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purſue him with ſeverity ; for the convent is 
a ſanctuary which muſt not be lightly treat- 
ed; and I know of no method to preſerve 
him from their wrath, unleſs you, madam, 
could, by your influence, induce him to 
_ reſtore Adela to our protection. j 


The Baroneſs departed to the Caſtle ex- 
tremely diſtreſt by the intelligence ſhe had 
received; her heart revolted at the idea 


of ſuſpefting Walter guilty, but Father 


Auſtin's veracity was not to be doubted; 
he had accuſed him, and ſo holy a man 
would not ſpeak in malice, and was too 
certain to be miſtaken, 


Carefully did the Baroneſs obſerve the 
actions of her ſon for ſome days; and, 
finding him much more frequently abſent 
than uſual, determined to watch him cloſe- 
ty. The more ſhe followed Walter, the 


farther ſhe was from diſcovering him ; and, 


finding the Fathers of the convent intended 
* a 


ro proſecute him, was compelled to inform 
the Baron. He knew full well the danger 


of offending the community, and inſtantly 


informed his ſon of his danger, adviſing 
him immediately to reſtore her, who he 
doubted not he had ſomewhere concealed, 


For ſometime Walter reſolutely refuſed 
to reſign her, though he boldly avowed 


his knowledge of her flight; but, at length, 


tired with the importunities of his father, 
and the inconvenience ſhe was likely to 


occaſion him, he informed the Baroneſs 
ſhe was in his apartments in the Caſtle, 


and offered to reſign her if ſhe would take 
her under her protection. This ſhe readily 


promiſed, and as readily performed; and 


the rejoiced at her ſon's reſolution, which 
ſhe imputed to returning virtue. 


Alas! ſhe imputed it to a wrong cauſe, 
and ſhe did not ſee that he reſigned her 
merely becauſe he was weary of detaining 

- one 
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one who would now moſt likely become trou- 
bleſome to him: and he, who two months 
back refuſed to follow his Sovercign to 
the wars, and incurred diſgrace, to continue 
near the abode of the fair Adela, now 
willingly parted with her, and ſcarcely did 
he bid her adieu as he reſigned her to his 
mother at the door of her apartment, 


The Baroneſs reſtored her immediately 
to the convent, and, owing to the reſpect 
they bore the Baron and herſelf, they 
gave their promiſe to le the affair 80 
no farther. | 


But the gentle heart of the Baroneſs felt 
- for the ſituation of the hapleſs Adela, and 
ſoon took her back to her own protection, 
by the permiſſion of her parents ; for pain- 
ful, ſhe felt, it muſt be to her, to continue 
in a place where every one regarded her 
as a perſon who ought to be ſhunned by 
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She judged rightly; for Adela, though 
ſeduced by the flattering arts of Walter, 
Mil, in her heart, was virtuous; nor could 
ſhe ever again be reconciled to herſelf or 
| thoſe who had formerly known her. By 
her own deſire, the Baroneſs ſettled her 
as a boarder in a diſtant monaſtery, and 

allowed her a ſufficient income, even if 
ſhe choſe to leave it. Greatly ſhe pi- 
tied Adela, and was diſtreſſed to think 
that one ſo young, ſo beautiful, deluded 
too by her own ſon, ſhould be deſerted 
by her own family, confined to a gloomy 
| ſolitude, and, perhaps, compelled for life 
to remain in a retirement ſhe abhor- 
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Kind as were the intentions of the Ba- 
roneſs, they were deſtined to be uſcleſs; 
never did a ſmile, except that of gratitude, 
again adorn the cheeks of Adela: and 
ſcarce did five ſhort months elapſe, ere | 
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ſhe fell a Aim to the luckleſs love the 
ſtill bore to Wwe: 


"PAR this time he had been removed 
from the Caſtle, The Baron poſleſt too 
much humanity to ſuffer him to appear 
before the parents of her he had betrayed ; 
and, as he had now diſcovered the cauſe 
of his refuſal to accompany the King, he 
determined to ſend him to ſtudy the pro- 
feſſion of arms, and he fixed on the 
Lord Shrewſbury as one to whom he 
could confide the care of his fon with 
ſafety. : 


The Baron ſaw more to concern him in ; 
the late tranſaction than even his lady; : 

for he had reflected more on it, and 
thought he obſerved, in the manner in 
Which Walter had deſerted Adela, much 
of cruelty ; and he determined to prevent, 
as much as poſſible, any union he might 


wiſh to form with women, wich whom he 
| had 
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had any intereſt, unleſs he could fee that 
trait in his temper eradicated, 


Lord Clarendon informed his ſon of 
the propoſal; adding, it was his deſire he 
ſhould accept it, as he wiſhed him to 
leave home for ſome time, but that he 
himſelf could not at preſent undertake ſo 
long a journey. 


Walter agreed to the propoſal with avi- 
dity, and haſtened to ſeek the Fitz-Alvins, 
to know whether they were to be of the 
party. It was not long ere they aſſembled 
in the gallery, and the converſation inſtant- 
ly turned on the preparations which each 
were making for the encounter. 


The ladies, who had never been pre- 
ſent at a tournament, were delighted at 
the idea of this viſit; and Maude had al- 
ready, in imagination, not leſs than half 
a dozen young knights at her feet ſuing to 
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wear her chains; when all her hopes were 
cruſhed by Walter's informing her that 
a meſſenger had already departed to accept, 
in the Baron's name, the invitation for his 
| ſon, and to carry an excuſe for the reſt of 


the family. 


Vexation fat on the brow of Editha, but 
ſhe remained ſilent; but Maude made an 
attempt to ſhake the reſolution of her fa- 
ther by every winning art ſhe was capable 
of practiſing. Seldom were her entreaties 
unſucceſsful, but ſhe now found them ſo, 
and addrefled her complaints to the Ba- 
roneſs, deſiring her to intercede for them; 
for a requeſt from her, ſhe knew, never 
met with a reſuſal. The Baroneſs told her 
it was no leſs her wiſh to remain at Cla- 
rendon than it was their father's, who, ſhe 
aſſured her, was ſorry for the vexation he 
inflicted by debaring them this amuſement ; 

but, added ſhe, “ the time is, perhaps, 

not far diſtant when my dear girls will enjoy 
| JJ © Wh 
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more liberty: in the mean time, endeavour 
to be happy here, and, be aſſured, no plea- 
ſures you may purſue will be oppoſed either 
by the Baron or myſelf.” 


I is difficult to 1magine the different 
ſenſations to which this trifling incident gave 
riſe: the young Fitz-Alvins in particular 


were ſincerely ſorry, for they admired the 


ſiſters, and had pleaſed themſelves with the 
idea of the envy they ſhould extite in the 
| breaſts of other youths, who would be 
doomed to behold ſuch perfections without 


that privilege of intimacy which it was their 


good fortune to enjoy. Even Walter was 
ſorry they were not to accompany- them ; 
for, though they were his ſiſters, he could not 
be blind to their attractions, and feel an 
inward ſatisfaction in being regarded as 
their protector. | 


Lady De Clare blamed, without reſerve, 
this conduct of her brother, who thus bu- 
H 3 ried, 
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ried, in the obſcurity of his old manſion, 
two of the brighteſt ornaments England 
could boaſt of: while the Baron, as he 
hung leaning over the ſopha his daughters 
ſat on, wiped from his reverend cheek a 
falling tear, while, with trembling voice he 
articulated, „Good ſiſter ceaſe, believe me 
I am grieved to deny them any pleaſure, 
but, at preſent, it is impoſſible to introduce 
them to the world as they ſhould appear.” 
No one but the Bargneſs underſtood the 
meaning of theſe words, who, to relieve the 
embarraſſment apparent in moſt of the 
party, propoſed adjourning to the hall, 
and pals the evening in dancing. * 


I) be gloom apparent in the countenances 
ol the younger part of the company ſoon 
wore off, and one, at leaſt, might be ſaid 
to rejoice in the late diſappointment : that 
one was Albert, Yet Albert's heart was 
. ſtranger to ill - nature, but he feared 
a rival in every beholder of Editha. 
Alas! 


OF CLARENDON, 151 


already a rival too formidable to be caſily 
ſupplanted, nor did he, at the moment, re- 


flect that he himſelf was vowed the huſband 


of another. 


Preparations were now going forward 
daily for the departure of Walter and his 
companions, and Maude forgot the recent 
diſappointment in the ſhare ſhe took in de- 


corating their accoutrements. But, contra- 


ry to her uſual pacific diſpoſition, the 
chagrin of Editha ſeemed to increaſe as 
their departure drew nigh. In vain did 
Maude ſolicit her aſſiſtance and opinion, 


ſhe was unwilling to give either; to con- 


verſe on the ſubject ſeemed diſpleaſing to 
her, and, when the youths aſſembled round 


Maude to conſult her taſte in the ornamen- 


tal parts of their veſts or helmets, the tear 
would glitter in the eyes of Editha, and 


ſhe commonly left the apartment without 


H 4 appearing 


Alas! he did not then obſerve there was 
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appearing to feel the "leaſt intereſt | in any 


thing around her. 


The Baroneſs ſuppoſed this extraordinary 
change had ariſen from a deſire of ſnewing 
her reſentment to herſelf and the Baron; 


yet ſuch conduct from Editha ſhe had ne- 


ver been accuſtomed to; for ſeldom, in- 
deed, had ſhe preſumed to diſpute any 
point on which they had determined, ne1- 
ther was ſhe ever ſo particularly attached 
to amuſement as to ſhew much concern 
for it; and, to appear ſo impolite to their 


gueſts, highly diſpleaſed her. The Baro- 
x neſs, however, was far from having ar- 
"rived at the true cauſe, 


Sir Raymond Fitz- Alvin, who was one 
of the moſt engaging of his ſex, and add- 
ed. to every beauty a heart replete wit! 
every virtue, Long, in ſecret, had he 
admired the gentle virtues which beamed 
jconſpicuous 1 in every action of the accom- 


pliſhed 
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pliſhed Editha; but the marked attentions 
which he obſerved paid to her by Albert, 
and to be apparently well received by her, 
had determined him to keep in his own 


| boſom the ſecret of his love, at leaſt till 


he ſhould be more certain whether Albert 


was regarded by Editha as a friend or a 


lover, 


He had never heard of Lady Blanche, 
for, as every one obſerved how painful it 
was to Albert to be reminded of that en- 
gagement, his father had deemed it the 
moſt likely method to ſucceed in his fa- 
vourite plan by not urging him too often 
on the ſubject. He knew how large a ſhare 
| honour had ever held in the heart of Al- 

bert, and doubted not but that would ſoon 


enable him to perform the promiſe he had 


too haſtily given to Lady Blanche, that 
Albert ſnould become her huſband. 


H 5 Ignorant 
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Ignorant, by this means, that it was im- 
poſſible Albert ſhould addreſs Editha, he 
ſaw in every action the lover conſpicuous, 
and, as fancy, when once ſhe is on the 
Wing, as eaſily believes one thing as ano- 
ther, he made no doubt ſhe was equally at- 
tached to her couſin; he determined, there- 
fore, to go to the tournament, not ſo much 
for the pleaſure he expected to receive there, 
(for where was he ſo happy as at Claren- 
den?) as with the intention of aſking the 
| favour of the King to be employed in his 
Pars abroad. 


Fatal was the hour in which Sir Ray- 
mond formed this reſolution, and, alas ! 
not to himſelf alone was it doomed to be 
the cauſe of much unhappineſs. Had 
he obſerved the actions of the fair Editha | 
with the cool attention of a friend, he might 
have diſcovered that he, and only he, was 
ruler of her heart, he reigned in every 
thought, 


9 
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chought, and was, unknowingly, the arbi- 
trator of her n peace. 


That ſhe partook not of the amuſements 


of the court hurt not Editha; but, alas ! 
hou/ many beauties would ſoon, too ſoon, 
preſent themſelves before the admiring eyes 
of the accompliſhed Raymond; yet, when 
ſhe heard his intention of departing from 
the kingdom, the fear of a rival, formida- 
ble as it had lately appeared, vaniſhed at 
once. What dangers was he not going to 
encounter, and, alas! how evident he loved 
no one in England. 


Sametiacn ſhe had flattered herſelf ſhe 
ſhared ſome part of his eſteem, and now 
no longer could ſhe harbour ſuch a thought. 

If Raymond loved, he would not leave her. 
Seldom did the converſation turn on their 


departure for the tournament, that ſome 


ill- ſtarred accident did not remind her ſhe 
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ſhould ſoon ſee him depart, moſt probably, 
for ever. 


To one who loved hke Editha, what 
torment could exceed the thought; yet 
happy had it been perhaps for her had her 
prophetic heart predicted truly. Unconſci- 
ous of the idea Sir Raymond had formed of 
Albert De Clare, ſhe would give him her 
hand in the evening dance, to avoid being 
ſuſpected of partiality in always giving her 
hand to Sir Raymond, for generally did he 
fall to her lot. Thus being ever induſtrious 
to torment herſelf, ſhe did not fail, by falſe 
conſtructions, to impute to neceſſity more 
than choice; for, as to Edgar, he, as well 
as Maude, was too thoughtleſs for them 
ever to change for any other of the party, 
and Walter would rather dance with- Ama- 
ble than either of his ſiſters. 


At laſt the day arrived on which they 
were to depart for Cornwall. The youths 
were 
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were early up and accoutred, and waited 
only for the coming - of the young Duke 
of Northumberland, who had promiſed to 
join their party ; but, they had not long 
to wait for one who was as eager for the 


tournament as themſelves, Walter went 
out upon the battlements to look if he 


could obſerve them approaching, and ſoon 
diſcovered the Duke, attended by many of 
the neighbouring nobles, riding at the head 
of his train; and he deſcended with haſte 
to meet him; but the banners already 
moved in the court, and the Duke and his 
companions were alighted. At the requeſt 
of Walter, they entered the Caſtle to pay 
their compliments to the Baroneſs and her 
fair daughters, for the attention to the fe- 
male part of the creation was not then, 
as now, conſidered to be a cuſtom “ more 
honoured in the breach than the obſer- 
vance.“ | | 


While 


5 
I. 
N 
1 
g 
I 
[4 
| 
i 


158 THE ANCIENT HOUSE 


While the young Cavaliers were thus 
employed, their followers were, by the or- 
ders of the Baron, regaling themſelves in 
the hall with thoſe who were to attend 
young Walter. The old veterans of for- 
mer days liſtened with delight to their tale 
of victory, for they had moſt of them 
been in the late victorious wars under the 
command of the gallant Harry the Fifth; 
and, as he heard the dangers they had 
paſt in places where, in his earlieſt days, 
he had ſhared the fortunes of his lord, he 
again fought, in idea, the battles of his 
youth, again he tore the banner from their 
walls, and wept to think it muſt now be 
fancy only that he beat the foes of his 
country again, he cordially ſhook the hand 
of his old comrade, and wiſhed theſe 
womeniſn ſhows had more of action in 
them. e 


At 


At leaving the Caſtle, they dropped their 


1 in honour of the ladies who at- 
tended them to the gates, ſor they did not 


deem attention to their friends a derogation 


from their dignity. But, alas! the reſolves 


of Sir Raymond could laſt no longer; he 


caught the hand of Editha, and begged her 
_ prayers for his ſucceſs; nor. could he con- 


ceal the joy that ſparkled in his eyes when 
ſhe gave her promiſe to recommend him 


in her oriſons, and pray for his return; 
ſhe meant to have ſaid his ſafety, but her 
tongue refuſed control, and ſhe bluſhed, for 
the firſt time, at having uttered the ſenti- 
ments of her heart. 


No one noticed this miſtake apparently 
ſo much as Maude, who could now ex- 
plain in a moment the rcaſon of the ex- 
traordinary change ſhe had lately obſerved 


in the manners of her ſiſter, Yet there 
was one more in the party by whom it did 
Es not 
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not paſs unnoticed ; that one was Albert; 
and painful, indeed, to his heart was the 


conviction, that Editha was loſt to his 


hopes for ever. 


hn. CHAP. 


2. — 
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HE family ſtood on the ſteps of the 

1 Caſtle obſcrving their progreſs acioſs 
the foreſt, until diſtance denied them the 
continuance, The Baron breathed a fer- 
vent prayer that Walter might retrieve 
the honour he had loſt, and prove bimſelf 
not unworthy of his illuſlrious race of an- 
ceſtors, in which he was ſincerely joined 
by his lady; after which they returned to 
the gallery, where they received the un- 
7 welcome 
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welcome information that Lady Iſabel De 


Clare intended to take her Jeave of Claren- 
don-Caſtle on the next morning. She had 
that hour been told by a meſſenger, dil. 
patched to her by Lady Blanche Marly, 
of her return to London, for that her health 
was in ſo precarious a ſituation, as almoſt 
to preclude a hope of recovery, and in- 
duced her to entreat Lady Iſabel to come 
to her immediately. 5 


This was, no doubt, far from being a- 
grecable to the Lady Clarendon or her 
ſiſter, for they but ſeldom eryoyed the 
pleaſure of meeting, and had hoped to be 
together for a much longer time; but Sir 


Arthur had declared his intention of attend- 


ing her directly. He belicved her to be 
really in extreme danger, and would never 
have thought he acted right by the daugh- 
ter of his friend, had he, at ſuch a time, 
neglected her; and, indeed, on ſuch an oc- 
caſion, however they might with it, no 
| perſon 
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perſon could reaſonably make any great 
- oppoſition to his determination. 


But Sir Arthur ncither ſaw or ſuſpected 
that Lady Blanche was, in ſecret, laughing 
at his credulity, and leading him on in an 


error, till he ſhould involve his ſon in 


miſery : for Sir Arthur, who had ever been 
in the habit of ſpeaking as he really 
thought, never entertained an idea that 
Lady Blanche would fetch his family ſo 
long a journey merely in hopes of putting 


off the alliance with his ſon, whom he be- 
lieved ſhe was in love with; nor was it 


any thing extraordinary that he ſhould think 


ſo, for the lady had certainly put herſelf 
to no ſmall inconvenience to convince him 


of it. But Lady Blanche loved not Al- 


bert De Clare, or cver had a thought of 


marrying him, for Lady Blanche had, a- 


mongſt her other ineſtimable qualities, no 


contemptible portion of coquetry ; and, to a 
lady who was accuſtomed to receive uni- 
verſal 
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verſal admiration, or, at leaſt, flattery, 


which ſhe regarded as the ſame thing, it 


cannot be ſuppoled that a yourg man of 


a ſerious diſpoſition, and who ſeldom or 
ever complimented any body, was likely 


to be very agreeable, But Sir Arthur had, 
in compliance with the promiſe made her 


father, offered him to her acceptance, and 


ſhe too well knew the conlequence of 


refuſing his hand, to entertain the moſt 
diſtant idea of adopting ſuch a meaſure, 
Bur ſhe truſted to time to favour her with 
a better opportunity, if ſhe could avoid 
giving a poliive anſwer to the propoſal 
immediately, The death of his elder bro- 
ther had, however, ſomewhat ſtaggered 


her reſolution, and ſhe had condelcen:lcd 
to accept the addreſſes which he had 
never yet been prevailed on to pay 
her, when the young Duke of Somer- 


ſet made her an offer of his hand and 


Mig 
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Ambition had ever been the ruling 
principle of her heart, and avarice had no 
ſmall ſhare in it; and Lady Blanche, though 
engaged to another, inſtantly determined to 
accept the Duke. 


To ſome ladies this ſituation would have 
been rather embarraſſing; but Lay Blanche 
had an enterprizing genius, and did not en- 
tertain a doubt but ſhe could, with a little 
good management, bring the affair to a 
deſirable concluſion : as the firſt ſtep, ſhe 
_ enjoined the Duke, under penalty of her 
everlaſting diſpleaſure, to keep ſecret their 
mutual good opinion till their marriage 
could take place ; alleging that ſhe was 
totally in the power of her guardian, Sir 
Arthur, whom avarice had induced to force 
her into a marriage with his ſon; and, 
from this conſideration, ſhe was certain he 
would receive a refuſal ; but, by not appear- 
ng to diſlike Albert ſhe doubted. not of; 

ſoon 


F 
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ſoon being able to obtain her releaſe from 


ſome articles of agreement to which ſhe 


had been compelled, againſt her will, to 


ſign her conſent, 


This project did not in any great de- 
gree meet with the approbation of the 
Duke. He knew his family to be one 


that was worthy of the firſt alliances in the 
kingdom, and ill did his impatient ſpirit 


brook the idea of a refuſal; for, to a mind 


endued with the moſt liberal and noble ſen- 
timents, he was not free from that degree 


ok pride that is generally the attendant of 
high birth, and moſt unwillingly was he 


brought to keep his addreſſes ſecret ; bur 


Lady Blanche was artful, and the Duke in 
love to diſtraction. 


Once ſecure of his ſilence, ſne feared 


not to ſurmount all difficulties, and ſhortly 
aſſume the enviable dignities annexed to the 


title of Ducheſs of Somerſet, not that ſhe 


had 
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had a greater degree of regard for the 
Duke than for Albert De Clare, or any 
other nobleman who might wear her chains. 
But to outſhine all the belles of her ac- 
quaintance at the Court, and to take place 
of them at the tilt and tournament, were 
| temptations by no means to be withſtood. 


It is true, that, by forfeiting a part of 
her fortune, ſhe could have married whom 
ſhe pleaſed, independent of the approba- 
tion of any one; and fortune, in the opinion 
of the enamoured Duke, was not worthy 
of a moment's conſideration. But not ſo 
in the mind of Lady Blanche ; a large for- 
tune would be certain to command large 
ſettlements ; and large ſettlements were to 
conſtitute by far the greater part of Lady 
Blanche's felicity. 


Thus then, inſtead of acknowledging to 
Sir Arthur her engagement to the Duke, 
which had ſhe done, he would immediately 
have 
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have agreed to, and on her marriage have 


given to her all that he would have become 
poſſeſſed of, ſhe was ungenerous enough 
to entertain the idea of compelling Albert, 
whom ſhe had the penetration to diſcover 
did not entertain any very great opinion of 
her, to refuſe her hand, by which means 
ſhe hoped to become the miſtreſs of her 
entire fortune ; never in the leaſt regarding 
the diſpleaſure he would by that means fall 
into with his father, or reflecting on the fa- 
mily diſſention ſhe might occaſion. To be 
ſure, had ſhe been certain that Sir Arthur 


would have acted ſo honourably, ſhe would 


have been as well pleaſed to ſpare herſelf ſo 
much trouble; but how was ſhe to be ſure 
of it, when Lady Blanche never did a liberal 
thing herſelf, and could not believe that 


any body would be fo fooliſh as to give 


away money merely to oblige others, But, 
on this occaſion, Lady Blanche Marly had, 


as many a one has done both before and 


ſince, been laying a plan that rather tended 
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to defeat than to accompliſh tlie end pro- 


poſed; and, as the Duke began to grow 
impatient, ſhe had feigned herſelf ill, to en- 


gage their ſpeedy return to the metropolis, 
that ſhe might the more effectually com- 
mence her operations. 


The party whom we left at Clarendon 
were not, as may reaſonably be imagined, 
greatly diſpoſed to mirth. The dance was 
propoſed indeed, but the propoſal was un- 


| ſupported even by Maude, who declared 


for once, that ſhe did not feel herſelf ſuffi- 
ciently in ſpirits to enjoy it that evening 


and, after they had taken their coffee, the 
Baron and Sir Arthur betook themſelves, 


for the laſt evening, to their favourite game 
of cheſs, on one ſide of the glowing hearth, 
while Lady De Clare and the Baroneſs oc- 


cupied the ſopha on the other; and, by the 


multitude of things they had to ſay to each 

other, ſeemed to have met but yeſterday. 

Albert took his fair couſins under his pro- 
Vor. I. III > 
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tection, and they ſallied out, ih defiance of 
the cold bleak winds of the north, to en- 
Joy the pleaſure of contemplating the beauty 
of the evening. 


The moon was juſt riſen in full ſplendour 
from behind the Caſtle, and gleamed bright- 
ly on the ſea, that rolled in awful ſolem- 
nity beneath the ramparts, while from a 
| ſmall diſtance they could behold the tall 
ſails of the coaſting veſſels that were 
moored in Saint Luke's Bay, a little to the 
left of Clarendon ; while the cheerful, 
though unſkilful, ſong of the ſailors on watch 
ſeemed to breathe peace and tranquillity to 
every thing around them, nor did the un- 


ceonſcious muſician receive an interruption 


- from our little party, but each in ſecret - 
ſighed, and wiſhed their boſoms were as 
free from care as his was; for in this ſpot, 
and at this hour, had Albert in the morning 
determined to break through the reſolves 


that 1 ſo long *. him ſilent, and from 
n 
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Editha's lips, ere he departed, hear his 
doom. Her gentle attentions, which had 
ariſen from pity of his melancholy, had al- 
moſt inſpired him with a hope that he 
might be beloved ; but, alas ! his flattering 
dream of happineſs was deſtined to be 
' ſhort; for he had obſerved, with a jealous 
eye, the actions of Sir Raymond at his de- 

parture, and had witneſſed the emotions 
of Editha with en, 


The reſult of his cooler reflection had 
induced him to abandon the idea of own- 
ing his love, or attempting to awaken 
compaſſion in a heart that was already in 
the poſſeſſion of another; yet he could not 
walk with Editha, who reſted on his arm 
with all the confidence of their infant days, 
he could not hear her expreſs in the ten- 
dereſt accents her wiſh to remove his too 
viſible affliction, without experiencing emo- 
tions that were painful to endure, but harder 
to conceal, Editha, finding her companion! 

5 unfit 


/ 
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unfit for converſation, forbore to addreſs 


him, and even . Maude was filent; and 
longer had they walked, for the ſcene was 


congenial to the temper of their minds, 


but the moon, now ſinking behind the bat- 


| tlements, withdrew her ſoothing beams, and 


warned them to return. 


| Afeer they were reſted, Editha, at her 
coulin's requeſt, took her harp, and Maude 
accompanied her with her voice. The 


ſong was a complaint againſt fortune, that 


ſeparates too often thoſe friends whoſe hap- 
pineſs is centred alone in the ſociety of 
each other. It was the theme that vibrated 


in uniſon with the feelings of Albert's heart, 


and, in ſoft notes, he unconſciouſly united 


his voice with thoſe of the fair ſiſters. The 
-melodious ſtrain attracted the attention of 


the party by the fire-ſide, Sir Arthur 


waited for the Baron to take his move, 


but the Baron's head was turned to the 
4 and Sir Arthur 
; __ 
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might have exerciſed his patience for an 
hour if he had pleaſed; the Baron would 
not have remembered him, had not Lady 
Clarendon awakened him from his forget- 
fulneſs by a gentle remonſtrance. Her lord 
turned to apologize, but the apology was un- 
neceſſary ; Sir Arthur was thinking as little 
of cheſs as he was : they, however, attempted 
to renew their game, but the attempt was 
| uſeleſs; Lord Clarendon moved, but he 
moved his adverſary's biſhop inſtead of his 
own, — begged pardon, — moved again, — 
ſtil wrong. Sir Arthur was as unfortunate, 
for he had, by ſome unaccountable acci- 
dent, made two white biſhops at a time: 


the Baron ſmiled, and, by a ſilent inclina- 
tion of the head, the gentlemen agreed 


to decline what it was fruitleſs to at- 
tempt, 


The hearts of all the three, that formed 
this little concert, bore, perhaps, equal teſ- 
timony to the truth of the ſentiment, but 


4 vey none 
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none could more unſucceſsfully conceal their 
feelings than the hapleſs Albert: a few 
hours only remained, and ſhe, whom he 
had from infancy adored, would bid him 
probably a laſt farewel; or, if they met 
again, no longer muſt they give way to 
that ſweet cordiality of ſpeech and free 
communication of ſentiment that is the great- 
eſt of all earthly happineſs, It would then 
be a crime to love Editha; nay to ſee her: 
for how could he behold and ceaſe to love 
her, even though he ſhould then too pro- 
bably be the huſband of another ; and, 
worſe than all the reſt, even though his 
hated marriage ſhould not take place, was 


i not too probable that the hand of Editha | 
out be no longer free. The ſtruggle of 
dais ſoul was more than he could ſupport, 


his voice trembled, the words died away 
unpronounced, and the tear dropped uncon- 
trolled down his expreſſive face. 


Editha 
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Editha was too deeply abſorbed in her 
own reflections to obſerve him, but the 
eyes of Maude were fixed on her couſin ; | 
full well did ſhe comprehend the cauſe 
of his emotion, and, anxious to relieve his 
embarraſſment, ſhe abruptly aroſe from her 
leat, and, taking the arm of Albert, «© We 
are going, madam,“ ſaid ſhe to the Ba- 
roneſs, © to my apartments, my couſin has 
been ſo good as to offer to inſtruct me in 
the improvement of my. drawings: while 
Albert, happy to eſcape obſervation, fol- 
lowed her in ſilence into the next apartment, 
where,. throwing himſelf on a cuſhion, he 
abandoned himſelf to ſorrow. Jt 


Maude took her ſtation by the window, 
where, though nothing was viſible, ſhe; 
continued to gaze without appearing to no- 
tice him; and how long they might have 
remained there heaven only knows, but 
ſhe heard, or thought ſhe heard, Sir Ar- 
N | chur 


__ 
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thur ſpeaking as if he were coming through 


the apartment; and, fearful of the conjec- 


tures he might form, ſhe called to Albert, 


but Albert heard her not. She took his 


hand: — “ For God's ſake, Albert, exert 


yourſelf, you terrify me to death ! do not 
| look fo grave, but ſpeak to me.” - “0 


that you were but Editha !” he exclaimed, 
and preſſed the hand ſhe had given him, — 
« Pooh! that is none ſo civil: I do aſſure 
you I am as well content to be myſelf; 
but, my good friend, your father is co- 
ming, and we make but a pictureſque 
appearance; would it not be as well to 


| adjourn to the place of our deſtina- 
tion?“ 8 33 


I will go with you preſently, Maude:“ 
and he leaned his head on his hand, and 


again was ſilent; while Maude quietly 


" ſeated herſelf by his ſide to wait his lea- 
| ſure, but the handle of the inner door be- 
gan to move, and, not being very deſirous 


of 
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of being obſerved, ſhe ſtarted from her 
cuſhion, and, taking her lamp, left the 
room as faſt as poſſible. 


The Baron and Sir Arthur had, in the 
mean time, contented themſelves with ſome 
peviſn reflections on what they called 
the unſeaſonable whim of her who had 
thus deprived them of the pleaſure they 
were enjoying, and then reſumed. their 
game. 


Maude and her couſin were buſily em- 
ployed in arranging a few new books 
that ſhe had lately acquired, and which 
treated chiefly of romance and chivalry, 
and he, by degrees, became compoſed 
enough to be tolerable company; for he 
flattered himſelf, that, as Maude had not 

mentioned his uneaſineſs, ſhe had not gueſſed 
the cauſe of it, and ſhe knew too well the 
pain it would inflict on his feelings to un- 
deceive him; and, as he was now himſelf 

; ils —* Ro. 
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again, ſhe propoſed returning to the draw- 
ing-room, for Albert had already ventured 
to hazard two or three diſtant queſtions 
relative to the 'change in the manners of 
Editha; the cauſe of which Maude very 
clearly comprehended ; but, as it was not 
in her power to tell him any thing that 
was calculated to afford him pleaſure, 
| ſhe wiſely determined to tell him no- 
thing. | 


She took up her lamp, and, as Albert 
followed her with a book that ſhe had 
given him, We will call for Editha,“ ſaid 
ſhe ; I doubt not but we ſhall. find her. in 
her chamber:” but, at the moment ſhe turned 
her ſteps towards the paſſage that. led to 
her ſiſter's apartments, ſhe uttered a loud 
ſcream, and fell. into the arms of Al- 
bert. 


For God's hs Maude, what has 
alarmed you? ! is the matter? ? 
0 
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« O heavens ! did you not ſee him Pt 


on See who? No, 1 ſaw nothing ; be 
not ſo frightened, I will fetch Editha.“ 


« Oh, no! do not venture that way, you 
will meet him. Albert, if 1 live, I ſaw 
a figure enter a door at. the end of the 
north — 


ce Then will I enter after him,” ſaid 
Albert, “for his flight bodes no * in- 
tention.“ 


Maude earneſtly entreated him to deſiſt, 

but in vain; he drew his dagger from his 

belt, and, deſiring her not to quit her 

room, into which ſhe had retreated, till 

his return, he took the lamp in his other 
hand, and departed. down the paſſage; _ 
but Maude, who had in her compoſition bl 
lome little ſmattering of a diſobedient ſpirit, 
I6 no 
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no ſooner ſaw him move from the ſpot, 
than ſhe made towards her ſiſter's apart- 
ment, calling loudly for lights and aſſiſ- 
tance. 900 5 


At the ſound of her voice Editha un- 
fſüuſtened her door, and, with a countenance 
chat expreſſed no leſs degree of alarm than 
her ſiſter's, entreated to know what had 
fo greatly terrified her; but, without wait- 
ing for a reply, ſhe proceeded to inform 
| her how much fe had been alarmed by 

hearing the footſteps of ſomebody in the 
north gallery. She had left the drawing- 
room immediately after Maude, and re- 
tired to her own, and taken up a book 
that ſhe had left unfiniſhed on her table; 
but not long had ſhe been ſeated before 
her attention was rouſed by a light ſtep 
on the ſtair-caſe, and, imagining it to be 
Maude come in queſt of her, ſhe fat in 
momentary expectation of her entrance : 
ſtill, however, ſhe came not, but ſtill 
4 Wit the 


or CLARENDON, 181 


the ſteps were heard. Editha called, but 
received no anſwer; and, after repeating 
the experiment, ſhe roſe to go towards 
the door, when ſhe heard the footſteps of 
ſome one move quickly away, as if to 
avoid her obſervation. 


Fear took poſſeſſion of her heart, though 
what to fear ſhe knew not, for it was al- 
moſt impoſſible for any one to be ſecreted 
in the Caſtle: yet it was evident, from 
the cautious ſteps ſhe had heard, that, who- 
ever it was, they wiſhed to be concealed ; 
ſhe recollected at how great a diſtance ſhe 
was from the reſt of the family, and how 
totally uſeleſs as well as dangerous it would 
be to call for aſſiſtance ; nor had ſhe cou- 
rage to approach near enough to the door 
to ſhut it: in hopes, however, of eſcaping 
obſervation, ſhe reſolved to remove her 


light, and place herſelf ſo as to ſee t 


paſſed along the 1 if rte vithou —.— 
0 ſeen herſelt. od ao] 
| Wow Searcy, 
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Scarce had ſhe accompliſhed her opera- 
tions, ere a faint light began to glimmer 
on the walls of the paſſage, and, ſwift as 
thought, a — paſt the door. of her apart- 
ment. 


Never before had her ſpirits undergone 
ſo ſevere an agitation as at that moment, 
yet ſne determined to aſſume the courage 
to watch the actions of this ambiguous per- 
ſon, and, with a trembling heart, ſhe ſtept 
as light as poſſible. into the gallery to ob- 
ſerve what courſe. the. figure had taken; 


but her ſtep was not ſo light as to eſcape 


unheard, for ſne had only time to obſerve 
a light glimmering from a very diſtant 
door ere it creaked on the ruſty hinge, and 
was cloſed in an inſtant... 


ee not what 10 reſolve on; 
the perſon, whoever it was, was now far 
e from her to ſecure her from being 
e aeaſily 


* 
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eaſily overtaken by him; but might he not 
have companions who would think it their 
intereſt to interrupt her flight, ſhould ſhe 
attempt to deſcend the ſtair-caſe. Thus 
fituated, ſhe again retreated to her room, 
where ſhe faſtened the door on the inſide; 
and determined to continue there till ſome 
of the family ſhould come to her. She 
heard ſoon after the voices of Maude and 
Albert, but was ſo prepoſſeſſed in the belief 
of their belonging to the perſon ſhe had 
ſeen, that ſhe did not recolle& them till 
Maude ſpoke at the door, whither. ſhe had 
found her way in the dark. Albert, who 
had gone with the intention of ſearching 
every apartment on that ſide the Caſtle, 
was not yet returned,. and they began to. 
entertain the moſt alarming apprehenſions 
for his ſafety, when they. ſuddenly heard 
him calling loudly. for lights.. 


Editha, without heſitation, took up her 


lamp and went to his aſſiſtance, while 
Maude, 


e 
— — — 3 
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Maude, ſummoning all her reſolution to 
her aid, deſcended into the hall, where 


ſhe alarmed the domeſtics. The alarm- 
| bell On the Caſtle Was rung out, the dr . 


bridge taken up, and every one in the 
Caſtle was inſtantly in motion and in 
arms. ul 

Albert informed them, that, having been 


in every apartment to which he could gain 
acceſs, and not meeting any thing to create 


| ſuſpicion, he was returning back to conduct 
| His couſin down ſtairs, well ſatisfied in his 


own mind that ſhe had been alarmed with- 
out reaſon ; when, paſſing the large folding- 


doors that led into thoſe apartments of 
the north gallery that were never opened, 


it appeared to him to have been recently 


uncloſed : this extraordinary circumſtance 


did not fail ro excite his attention, and, on 
a nearer obſervation, he found that the 
bolts were all undrawn and the bar re- 
moved: in — of this he deter- 

- mined 
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mined to enter, in order to diſcover if any 
perſon was concealed there; but ſcarce 
had he laid his hand on the door for the 
purpoſe of opening it, ere he felt it for- 
cibly puſhed againſt him, and ſomebody 
from the inſide in the dark ruſhed by him, 
and, in the haſte with which they paſt, 
threw down his lamp, and left him in total 
darkneſs, without the ſmalleſt POR of 
PR his flight. 


Every one in the Caſtle was now aſſem- 
bled, liſtening with wonder to the narra- 
tion, Various were the conjectures they 
formed: the porter affirmed he had not 
left his ſtation, and he was certain no ſtran- 
ger was in the Caſtle; Editha was as po- 
ſitive ſhe had ſeen ſomebody paſs into a 
room at the end of the gallery; and 

Albert requeſted, as there were plenty of 
| torches, that one party ſhould guard the 
paſſage that led to the great ſtairs, whilg 
the other, with the Baron's permiſſion; | 
ſhould 


> 
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ſhould ſearch the whole of the uninhabited 
apartments. | . 


« Holy Mary!“ exelaimed Maude, ce not 
for the world, you cannot find a ſpec- 
tre !” 


« A ſpirit, Maude!“ rephed the Baron, 
« what has thus diſturbed your imagina- 
tion? I hope our anceſtors never did any 
thing to diſturb the dead, and I in- 
ſiſt that. ſuch ideas are not propagated 
to diſturb the tranquillity of the Cal 


tle,” 


Maude was filent, but ſhe did not 2 
up her opinion, and. not a few were there 
who thought the ſame. 


} 


| Albert ſtill preſſed the nam to permit 
him to enter, bur he anſwered he would 
90 himſelf, and, abſolutely forbidding any 
one to follow him, departed, The Ba- 
MIC roneſs 
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roneſs led the way down ſtairs, followed by 
the reſt of the family: ſome of them, in- 
deed, had, in their eagerneſs to quit the 
gallery, quite forgot the reſpect they owed 
her, and more than once were on the 
point of paſſing her, ſo fearful was 
one of n left the laſt. 


The young ladies expreſſed their won- 
der that the Baroneſs ſhould, with ſo much 
confidence, leave the Baron alone in a 
place which they looked on as beſet with 
ſo many terrors; but ſhe replied ſhe knew 
of none that exiſted except in their own 


ideas, which ſhe adviſed them to get the 
better of. 


The Baron ſoon returned, and ſaid he 
was perfectly ſatisfied all was ſafe, and 
imputed the whole of the alarm to nothing 
more than the imagination of Maude and 
Albert, who he faid, he ſuppoſed, had 
been reading each other into the vapours. 

As 
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As the ſubje& appeared diſagreeable to the 
Baron, no more was ſaid about it till the 
family were to retire for the night, when 
the ladies expreſſed their uneaſineſs at re- 
turning to their own apartment, and it 
was not till after many entreaties of the 
Baroneſs, who repreſented the alarm that 
would ſpread amongſt the domeſtics if they 
2 deſerted them, that they conſented once 
more to 2 that ſide of the Caſ- 


tle 


She told them, in confidence, ſhe did 
not deny there was a myſtery attached to 
that ſide of the Caſtle, but they might reſt 
| aſſured, that, though it nearly concerned 
them, it had nothing in it to occaſion 


- Early in the morning Sir Arthur and his 
lady departed, and Albert bid adieu to 
Ea Editha, with a fecret determination never 
to 
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to be another's while ſhe was diſengaged, 
and no ſooner was he out of her ſight, 
than he reſolved to do every thing that 
might contribute to his father's ho- 
nour. 


Time now paſſed ſlowly at the Caſtle. 
No news could yet be expected from Wal- 
ter, Lady Clarendon regretted the depar- 
ture of her ſiſter, the Baron was ſeldom 
cheerful, and the minds of the family were 
fixed on nothing but ſpectres and viſions. 
In this manner did they ſpend about a 
fortnight, when they received a letter from 
Walter filled with accounts of the moſt 
pleaſing nature. The King had conde- 
ſcended to favour them with the greateſt 
affability and good- humour. Nor did any 
one appear to ſtand higher in his eſtima- 
tion than Walter and his friends, who had 
already acquitted themſelves with honour 
in more than one encounter; and, as the 

| | tournament 
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tournament was to ceaſe in a few days, 
he informed them of his intention of re- 
turning to Clarendon at the end of the fol- 
lowing week. 
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CH 4A 3 MW 


A ALTER was, for once, - true to 

his promiſe, and, at the time ap- 
pointed, arrived at Clarendon, where he 
gaily preſented the Baroneſs with the tro- 
plies of his victory, and his example was 
followed by his companions, who were, 
as they called it, returned home alſo; 
5 though, perhaps, had they preſented them 
where their inclination led them, it would 
have been more probably at the feet of 

her fair daughters. 
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« And where,” ſaid Lady Clarendon, is 
your young friend the Duke of Northum- 
berland? I hoped he would have ho- 
| noured us with returning with you, Wal- 


ter.“ . 


« The Duke attends King Henry, ma- 
dam, to Chicheſter, but he commends him 
to you by your ſervant, and prays to live 
in your good remembrance. He humbly 
entreats you to honour. him by the accep- 
tance of his glove, by which he has de- 
elared you the moſt courteous dame of 

7 Cumberland,” | 


The Baroneſs ſmiled. at his 8 for 
ſhe was ſomewhat paſt the days of beauty ; 
nor did a young knight often take the pains 

to pay a compliment from meer - polite- 


ee We 
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« We thank the Duke,” ſaid FRY « and 


will hang his gauntlet in our hall, more 


to make known his kindneſs than our own 
deſerts. But you have taken no refreſhments 
yet: when you have dined, and feel N 


poſed for company, we will expect you in the 
hall to help us to arrange your ſpoils.“ 


The young men were not long abſent, 


but, in leſs than half an hour, again joined 
the Lady Clarendon and her fair daughters, 
where mirth and tranquillity alone preſided. 


One of the firſt queſtions that Walter 


aſked, when Maude, who was never tired 


of hearing the adventures at the tourna- 
ment, would give him an opportunity, was 
to inquire what was become of Albert De 


Clare; to which the Baron replied, © he 


was gone to London to be married, he 


believed.“ 


. Married, my lord,” faid Rogan 1 
* and your family at Clarendon?“ 


Vor. I. K « True,” 
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c True,” replied the Baron, * I own 
it is a compliment I owe to Albert to have 
been preſent at his nuptials ; but he knows 
my humour, I do not love to travel, and 


he will excuſe i "Hep 
« J cannot comprehend this affair, your 


pardon, wy: lord ; but I thought, I —T un- 
ſtood —— 
5 My young friend you muſt pardon 
me, but I believe you do not juſt at pre- 
ſent know what you thought. — But may ! 
aſk why the marriage of my kinſman ſhould 
ſo much concern Sir Raymond ? there | is, 
l hope, no nvalſhip.” 
« J imagined, my lord, that your fami- 
ly would have been more immediately 
concerned than to have admitted of your 


abſence.” 
« Oh, by n no means, I have, I believe, ſeen 


the lady, but have not even the ma diſtant 
right to interfere in her diſpoſal.” . 
Thank heaven you have not . 


. Sir — $ 
« You 
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« You make me curious, ſir,” ſaid the 


you thought my Kinſman likely to be 
united?“ | 


Previous to this the ladies had retired, and 
Sir Raymond, as he had gone fo far, thought 


it moſt prudent to confeſs the true ſtate of 


his heart, and the affection he had long felt 
for Editha, and the requeſt he had preſented 
to the King, in Cornwall, in conſequence of 
her ſuppoſed partiality to her couſin, | 


The Baron's approbation of his addreſſes 
was not withheld ; but he told him the ſuo- 
ceſs of his ſuit muſt depend entirely upon 
his daughter's choice, whoſe deciſion, it was 
his determination, never, if poſſible, to 
oppoſe, but certainly, on no aun, to 
influence. | 


Thus authorized, Sir Raymond did not 
long remain in doubt, but ſought Editha, 
— E aup 


Baron; © may I be informed to whom 


. * 
—— 


: 
- 
_—— 


* 
— 
5 2 


— Xx ⁵˙ —4-:!t 4 ̃ Ac ß 


—— = 52hs 494 . 


" " 4 
* 3 * 
: 22 
_ k 
„ * F 4 4 
K . = 
— N - 8 # ' 
= 1 A F hes l „* a . 4 N Py — > = — Aw By ve 
————— — — E 
— 5 —— 2 — =! —— wt Ch ers y — Rds — — Y Y . = D — — — 
* SO — - * , ' a 


1 
* I ah. 8 
1 F Pa 
1 a « 
BOW. - 
/ FA 5 


196 THE ANCIENT. HOUSE 


and was happy to diſcover that he had not in- 
curred her eternal diſpleaſure by the avowal 
of his ſentiments to Lord Clarendon. 


During the time that Raymond had been 
entertaining Editha, Walter and Edgar had 
been rambling on the beach with Maude, 
who had not failed to take the earlieſt op- 
portunity of acquainting them how dread- 
fully the Caſtle had been diſturbed lince 


their departure into Cornwall, Walter, 


who was ſome years older than his ſiſter, 
very well remembered to have heard in 


tis infancy much on the ſame ſubject, and 


Edgar ſaid, he believed he had heard more 
about it than any of them, and, happening 
juſt then to meet Sir Raymond and his 


fair companion, they ſoon agreed to join 
company, and entered the Caſtle for the pur- 


poſe of hearing rhe account, which Raymond 
agreed his brother was acquainted with ; and, 
being comfortably aſſembled round the fire, 


1 began his narrative. 
cc My 
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« My mother,” ſaid he, “ was, in her 


youth, the intimate companion of the Ba- 


roneſs, then the Lady Gertrude Aumerle, 
for many years. Their friendſhip had 


been uninterrupted, when Lady Gertrude 


became the wife of our worthy hoſt, the 
Lord Clarendon. Soon after her marriage, 


my mother, then Lady Eleanor Grey, ob- 


ſerved an uncommon. gloom to hang on 
the brow. of. the Baron; and Lady Claren- 


don, though apparently leſs diſturbed than 


her. huſband, had yet. an appearance of 
gravity. and uneaſineſs that: greatly alarmed 


her friend. She. ſaw. her much leſs fre- 
quently. than had been her cuſtom ; but, as 


ſhe never witneſſed even the moſt trifling 
diſagreement. between her and the Baron, 


ſhe forbore inquiring as. to the cauſe of 
that alteration, of which ſhe could. not be 
an nnn. 6 


= 4 ſhort time after this, the family | 


ſuddenly retired from the metropolis, and 
K 4 Lady * 
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Lady Eleanor was invited to viſit at Cla- 
rendon. She gladly accepted the invita- 
tion, and, on her arrival about two months 
afterwards, was rejoiced to ſee Lady Cla- 


rendon appear much happier than ſhe had 


for ſome time ſeen her. She ſaid they did 
not propoſe ever again to return to the 


metropolis, but to make Clarendon their 


entire reſidence, and intimated the cauſe 
to have originated in ſome diſagreement be- 


tween the Baron and his brother, but the 


circumſtances of which ſhe was not at liberty 
to Ws 


cc The 1 was, as he ever is to his 


gueſts, perfectly polite and obliging to 


Lady Eleanor, and, except now and then 


that he ſeemed to ſuffer from ſome ſecret 
affliction, he was all that was agreeable. 
On ſuch occaſions he would generally or- 
der his horſe, and, unattended, ride from 


the Caſtle, and continue abſent ſome hours, 


or retire to his chamber, where he would 
OR. EF = ny 
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aght 
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frequently remain the whole day Mea ; 
but, on theſe occaſions, the Baroneſs did. 
not expreſs any particular uneaſineſs, more 
than wiſhing poor Lovel (ſo ſhe uſually 
called him) was happier. | 


© 'Thus — upwards of two months, and. 
Lady Eleanor, who had mentioned her in- 
tention of returning home, was prevailed 
on, hy the earneſt entreaty of the Baron, 
to paſs her winter with them; and, as ſhe 
had no relations to induce her to quit them, 
the readily acquieſced ; beſides which, there 
might, perhaps, be another and more pre- 
vailing reaſon that induced her ro continue 
at Clarendon. In conſequence of the change 
of ſeaſon, ſhe removed her apartments to 
that part of the Caſtle that immediately 
faces the north wing of the building. p 


One evening, after having tak leave 
of che Baroneſs and retired for the night, 
finding herſelf but little diſpoſed to fleep, 
| | * 
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ſne diſmiſſed her maids, and ſat down to 
write to ſome friends whom ſhe had too 
long neglected; for there was, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Clarendon, a gentleman, whoſe 
influence had aſſiſted the Baron in detain- 
ing her, who was not, perhaps, very ear- 
neſt in her wiſhes. to depart. 


* She had not. long been ſeated before 
the violence of the wind induced her to 
riſe in order to faſten the caſement, . when, 
on her approach to the window, her atten- 
tion was attracted by a light. which beamed 
through the caſements of. the north. gallery, 
She well knew theſe apartments had never 
been opened ſince her reſidence at the Caſ- 
tle, and curioſity.impelled her to obſerve the 
morions of people whom ſhe. ſaw paſſing and 
repaſſing about the. gallery... 


She had not long ſtood in filent. at- 
tention before ſhe ſaw a door into the apart- 


ment open, and a perſon entered the cham- 
5 ber 
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ber whom ſhe was certain was the Baron 
of Clarendon. She ſaw him advance to a 
| ſopha on which lay a lady, who appeared 
ill; he embraced her with the greateſt 
affection, ſeated himſelf by her, and they 
ſeemed to enter into earneſt converſation. 
She frequently obſerved them both apply 
their handkerchiefs to their eyes, and both 
appeared Wy unhappy. 


© For above two hours he continued to 
obſerve the Baron and the unknown lady, 
when ſhe determined, if poſſible, to find 
out how the Baroneſs was employed, for 
ſhe did not doubt but the lady was a 
miſtreſs, though ſhe could not comprehend 
how the Baroneſs could be kept in igno- 
rance of her being in the Caſtle. She de- 
ſcended gently to a lower caſement, from 
whence ſhe could obſerve the window of 
Lady Clarendon's apartment, but no light 
was there, 


bo She 
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tc She was extremely perplexed at this 
incident, and knew not what to imagine: 
ſhe could not ſuppoſe her friend would 
brook reſiding in the Caſtle with an impro- 
per perſon, and yet ſhe ſtrongly ſuſpectcd 
the ſerious deportment ſhe had ſometimes 
noticed in her muſt have ariſen from the 
unkindneſs of the Baron, or a knowledge 
of his attachment to this lady, which ſhe 
was compelled not to reveal. In ſhort, my 
2 mother painted the Baron, in her own mind, 
* in the blackeſt colours; ſhe, however, re- 
ſolved to, have one more look at the lady, 


but, alas! ſhe was doomed to diſappoint- f 
ment, for every light was gone, and ſi- h 
lence reigned through every part of the Ie 
Caſtle, ä | = b 
_— : Scarcely could ſhe be civil to the Baron Ml c 
| the next morning when they met at breakfaſt ; 2 


and, on obſerving the Baroneſs had been w 
veeping, ſhe did not doubt her knowledge il 
of the ſcene ſhe had witneſſed. Wt 


e The 


of 
+} 
* 


= he rareſt part of the day the Ba- 
ron was- abſent, except at dinner, where 
he appeared ſo exceſſively diſturbed, that 
he ſcarcely knew what he was doing. At 
night my mother again betook herſelf to 
her poſt, and again ſhe ſaw the Baron and 
the lady. For about a week things con- 
tinued in the ſame train, and ſhe deter- 
mined to leave the Caſtle, but not on 
any account to diſcloſe the diſcovery ſhe 
had made. 

« Juſt as ſhe had formed this reſolution, 
ſhe paſſed the door of the great hall, and, 
hearing ſome perſon talking, was going to 
look in, when, judge of her ſurpriſe, on 
beholding, at the feet of . the Baroneſs, 
who was weeping, a young and handſome 
cavalier, who, in the height of gratitude 
and tears, was pouring forth his thanks for 
what he called his promiſed happineſs, She 
ſtaid to hear no more, but darted from 
the hall in ſilent indignation and amaze- 
| ment 
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| i in danch Amade to delay her 

departure no longer than was abſolutely 
neceſſary, and gave orders to prepare every 

= thing with all poſſible diſpatch. She nog 

xccollected the Baroneſs had frequently of 
3 late been cloſeted alone, and was become, 

within the laſt week or two, almoſt invi- 

ſible. She almꝗſt feared her friends were 

- equally involved in error; and, on the 

=. following morning, mentioned to Lady Cla- 

mJ : = rendon her intention to take leave of her 

= the next* Evening; 


LY * », 


IND Or VOL, I. 


3-1 


